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% upon their foreheads, or in their hands, 
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| « ſand years are expired, Satan ſhall be 
7 « looſed out of his, priſon, and ſhall 80. 

gut to deceive. the; nations, which are 

= in the four quarters of the earth, Gog 
4 « and Magog, to gather them together 
4 to battle; and they went up on the 
breadth, of the earth, and compaſſed 
the camp of the ſaints about, and the 
2 beloved city, and fire came down from 
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7 God e of heaven and devoured 
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. reyeal or declare by. our Lord's p hec 
ſhould come to paſs. and that . 5 
from a ſight, of What is paſt; that we 
of his providence; and, as as we ſee _ 

ings have come to paſs according to h. 
words, let ſuch ſight have its due — I 
in ſtrengthening our faith, 1 ver” | 
and charity, the way ading to panes" 
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5 in that place of the glorious and immedi- 
5 ate preſence of God, here that joy 

and bleſſed ſight is prepared for them ; but 

WW not diſtinguiſhing between the dif. 

ference of times, and the different ſtate 
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as light is given to diſcern this, and on 
What all things depend, and how they 
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ver to ſet truth ; thus the not diſtinguiſh- : 
ing between the Kingdom and the Church 
of Chriſt, hath been, and is the eauſe of 
| great errors, leading men far from the |; 
race and trurh of che goſpel,” in ſome | 
reſpects, to a continuance of the lau and 
che prophets, within the narrow con- 
fines) of Der ignorance, and of as vain 
expectations: and this, when. the grace 
| and truth of n hath moſt mani- 
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= proſperity in this world, at any, time 
than what its. courſe appointed for a ſtate 
of trial will adinit, of; accordingly | St. 
John, ſpeaking hereof, ſays, that the 


whole world Heth in wickedneſs,“ fine 


man's fall this world is full of miſery, 
tranſient and perimable; and that time 
muſt come, when this world mall be ripe 
for i its diſſolution, when God in Bis nch . 
teous judgement will put an end there 
and reſtore all' things: in the” proceſs or 
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nd depth of underſtanding can any how 
fully trace them out: yet this is clear, 

and undoubtedly true, that the patient will 

-attain/ unto that day, "when they will ſee 

God juſtified in all the ſayings of his re- 

OY vealed will; (ah in the interim, they WhO 
acknowledge the only and eternal Sem of 
God to have come down from heaven 

, for their redemption and 'falvation'; and 

that he is herein their” King, Heir Prefs, 
and their Prophet, have the nobleſt piolþett = 

f of happineſs, and all the aſſurance thereof, 

that can be wiſhed for, or defired.” There 

is an Karmonious connection between the 

Old and New Teſtament; ' and” they who 
believe What Mo ofes faid, itt believe in Jeſus 

Chit; for by ſearching the ſcriptures of 
| the Old Teſtament , by the light x given, and 

that fact Kath caſt upon them, it is ſeen, - 

5 tow: thoſe things which Mo ofes and the pro- | 

1 1525 did ſay ſhould ' come, were fulfilled 
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ver og 4 who now believe, 5 

have this additional advantage, that they 


1 e e not unto themſelves; in like 


manner as they do unto us, to |; whom 
the ends of the world are come, or the 


deſigns of God in continuing on the courſe 
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members of the primitive Church were 
endued with the miraculous gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt, for the. Propagation | of the 5 
knowledge of the goſpel. over the whole 
world. Among the primitive Chriſtians | 
thus endued, the apoſtles were reckoned 
in authority the firſt, and the. prophets or 
preachers. the ſecond; and a due ſubor- 
dination e | od the, members in 4 
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jen union with the body or : bbren, | 
and the like in ſucceſſion appointed. 
Without this; the public profeſſion of be- 
lief of the goſpel, cannot be preſerved in 
any country; Chriſtians have, through the 
appointed means for the miniſtration of the : 
goſpel; here long enjoyed the greateſt light 
in God's fully and perfectly revealed will 
for man's redemption; in its being plainly 
diſcovered to their 23 1% are God's 
peculiar people ; what reſloration all Ius 
- ts. to- expet# through the Lord our Tighte- 
ouſneſs, and where the country and city thereof 
16; how the mercies promiſed and prefigu- 
red by the Old Teſtament are ſure, througii 
our Lord's coming here on earth to be 
our mediator. Herein God will by no 
means ſuffer his truth to fail, though it 
will meet with continual oppoſition from 
the world; and, it is apprehended, that, 
| whether the Millennium is paſt, or not, 
is now a point that much concerns the 
welfare of Chriſtians; and that thoſe who 
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do any thing towards having this point 
cleared up, do ſervice to the cauſe of Chriſ- 
tianity, ſo that any endeavc ü 
not to be overlooked with neglect, umleſs 
unworthy of notice; it is incumbent on 

miniſters of the goſpel, who think thus of {7 
the Millennium, to do the utmoſt in their 

power to this purpoſe, and not to decline 

ſearching the holy ſcriptures whether it 
is paſt or not? as if it was at this period of 
time a matter of indifference : the way in- 5 
deed to obtain the friend{hip and love of 
the world is to conform to ſuch principles 
and notions as are moſt current and pre- 
valent in it; but no true Chriſtian can 
be ignorant, how and in what f reſpect 
we are to love the world, and what uſe 
we are to make thereof, and wherein our 
_ friendſhip of the world is enmity with 
God, we being moſt expreſsly taught by _ 
our Lord, Who for this end was born, 
. and for this canſe came into the world | 
that he ſhould bear witneſs of the truth,” 
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' fictency, or that of a baſe dependence on 
| others, there is no curſe more to be dreaded, 
than the curſe attendant on the man, 

who puttethhis truſt in man, and taketh, 
man for his defenee, and in his heart goeth 

from the Lord; in our ſearch after truth 

we ſhould let the good i les of charity di- 


rect us, and then in our fair and open abi- 


ding by the truth we ſhall not culpablx 
bring on ourſelves the enmity, of the world, 
nor ſnall we baſely deſert the truth to pur- 
chaſe the love and friendſhip of the vain 
world, at the loſs of his love and friend- 
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fully acknowledge theſe objections as true; 5. 

or if otherwiſe, will (as far as in my pow. ; 
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the beſt, es it is incumbent on Ohriſtians, | 
| always to give an nya 
to every man, that aſketh of them a 
reaſon of the hope that is in them: 
and this is more eſpecially incumbent on. 
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. "pas or receive the miniſters” of the . 


- goſpel of the Kingdom of heaven, and not 2 


ſuppreſs what is made neceſſary for ĩts mi- 

niſtration: among all the different ranks 
and orders of men, here in this country, 
none have exceeded the Clergy in their no- 


ble acts of benevolence; and beneficence to 


their country, in their monuments of pie- 
ty to God, in charitable donations to the 


dor, in their erecting ſchools for the eu- 


«ho 


(cation of youth, or in their founding ſemi- 


es for learning; lately much hath been 


5 ſpoken about the power of the ſtate over 
the Church; undoubtedly the ate hath 
great, power in countenancing and receiving 
religion; 3. and equal bleſſings and rewards 
attend faithful miniſters of the gabel. ad 


| thoſe that's receive them. as. 
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No miniſters of the goſpel have right, | 


or can force themſelves on any Rate; all 


the right they have is, either to be patroni- 
red and received as miniſters of the goſpel, 


or openly rejected, not to be undermined: 


and were they not to ſtand to this their 5 
right, after the manner they are directed by 4 
divine authority, they would ſoon become 


the miniſters of ſome political ſyſtem, or 


ſtate Religion, inconſiſtent with, and con- 
trary to the Chriſtian Religion. The® ap- 
pointment and inftitution in the Church of 
niſtration of thoſe ſpiri- 


| tual things, which our Lord committed to 


he truſt and care of his miniſters, are irre- 


verſible, depend not on the will and power 


of any prince, any ſupreme, any ſovereign 
Lord, the King of any potentate or ſtate, 


or of all the ſtates here on earth, but on 
the will and power of that King, whoſe 
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2 W heaven, at the right hand 

God the Father; herein his miniſters are to 
diſcharge their duty as commiſſioned by 
: hi m, their all- powerful, wiſe, good, and 

| compaſſionate Lord, who came to fave mens 
= lives, and not to deſtroy them, and whoſe 
miniſters are to reſtore thoſe overtaken in a 


fault in the ſpirit of meekneſs: what his 


miniſters do, according to his will and ap- 
pointment, is valid; God is to beſtow. his 
grace or favour upon what terms and con- 
ditions, and by what means he ſees fit. Af- 

- - ter miracles ceaſed, the inſtituted ſucceflive _ 
71 order and ſubordination of our Lord s in his 
miniſters; and theſe labourers, having the 
hire they are worthy of, proved the neceſ- 
ſary and ordinary means of the ſupport of 


his Church here on earth, and they ſeal co 
venants in his name; no man, becauſe he 


is morally an honeſt man, or a man of 
; real, or of conceited ability and addreſs, is 
to take the honour of being a miniſter 8 


Chriſt's, ben, unleſs called thereto ac- 
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ned to bis appointment, any more than 
chat ſuch a man is to take the office of a 
7 magiſtrate in a ſtate, uncommiſſi ioned, or 
' which is all one, commiſſioned by thoſe 
who have not authority to commiſſion him ; 5 
yet ſeveral of the * Scotch, in the year 1496, 
aq avanced this for further reforming what 
15 they thought amiſs in the Church, that 
<<. every faithful man and woman is a prieſt; 
** that the ex communication of the Church 
is no more than a ſcare-crow ;” ; and te- 
nets of like importance, towards a real re- 
formation in Religion; and through ſucha 
bw kind of reformation in Religion, many now ' 
neglecting to hold communion with the 
Church, (though they make profeſſion. 
. hereof, as an article of their belief) remain 
2 575 ſelf excommunicated all their life time; 
. this every one, who ſeldom or never comes 
tot the Lord's Supper would do well to lay 
; to: heart, and TY. conſider, DO and 
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and then he will no longer continue in — 
neglect; for neglecting to partake. of the JJ 

noly ſacrament of the body and blood of — "0 
our Saviour, the moſt ſolemn act of Worr 925 2 
ſhip in our Religion, 1s horrid eee 5 
and an beinous Wan and nsr 
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"4 whos me the . of the 8 
| Chriſtian Religion i is receiyed into a coun- ; 
try, thence from there, becomes a connec 
| tion, or alliance between that national | 
: ü Church and ſtate, and of every perſon 
: Who profeſſes himſelf of that Church, and 
in proportion as this alliance is an alliance ; = 
agreeable to the will of the founder or aun  *Þ 
thor thereof, the happineſs and welfare of 
that country is advanced; but this alliance 85 
may prove falſe and unbecoming the Church 
of Chriſt, often there hath been ſuch an al- 
ance bet y een falſe, and nominal Chriſti | 
ans, and unjuſt and cruel ſtates, or all true 
alliance between Church and Aate mag, a 
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=. Are 5 
nay mult ceafe to be, When the light of the 


goſpel's to be removed from a land: The 
Chriſtian Religion cannot be ſupported, 


maintained, or defended by bad or imp pro- | 


| per means; : therefore ifa ſtate ſhould think 
| fit to reject the miniftration of the goſpel, 


then it is the duty of Chriſtians, while they | 


: think fit to live in ſuch a ſtate, to live qui- 


etly under that government, andnot to raiſe 
diſturbances; for when Chriſtiansapprehend 


that their abiding in this or that country 
can be of no ſervice to themſelves or others, 
they : are directed to flee to ſome other coun- 


try, but the love of their country ſhould 
make this their laſt reſort, and they, who 
hold it neceſſary upon account of perſecu- A 


tion for conſeiences fake to leave their coun- 5 


try ſhould depart in peace, and if they can 
leave nothing behind them to do their coun- 
try good, they! ſhould leave nothing behind 
them to do their country harm. What 
kind of reception and patronage < Chriſtians . 
= ſome times are to ohe rand from the pow- N 
oo TY 5 E ers 


hy 


. dark and wretched ſi 
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ets mak this world; appears from hin our 
bleſſed Saviour told his apoſtles, when =_ 
ſaid to them, that the time would come, 

when whoſoever ſhould carry on their per- 

5 ſecution againſt them, ſo far as to kill them, | 
would think that they did God ſervice. | 


This hath been verified not only by the 


rſtirion of men, but 
likewiſe through their pride after worldly 
greatneſs; nothing contributed towards 
making Pontius Pilate condemn our Lord 


more than his being told by the Jews, that 


as our Lord had declared himſelf a king, 
ſo it he acquitted him, ( intimating thereby, 
that he muſt expect to forfeit his govern- 5 
ment) he was not Cæſar's friend; and to 
ſay this to Pontius Pilate, the chief Prieſts 
and Phariſees had moved the people, and 
for this political reaſon of theirs, becauſe TRE 
they thought, that unleſs they could ſtifle ; 
our Lord's doctrine by perſecuting him to 
death, all men would believe on him,” | 
| i” whom * a e 5 
3 . | . 
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of being a temporal king for their pur | 
not a king by any means likely, that they, 
could ſee, to fight their battles, and free 
5 eee Romans; whom they dread- 
ed, and thought would come and take 
away their place and nation, unleſs they 
ſhould be deli red by: Weir expected king - 
and deliverer-; upon this motive the * 
rejected and accuſed our Lord, thinking if 
they did not act thus, the poor remains 
of their ſtate would be overturned and 
5 deſtroyed, beyond all the recovery with 
which they then flattered and buoyed up 
themſelves; and this matter had been de- 
bated at a meeting of the chief of the 
Jewiſh ſenate, before it Was. inſtilled into 
the minds of ſuch a wretched people as the 
Jews were become, through their worldly- 
mindednęſs, which had rendered them 
blind to what a long lucceſſion of gies 
| cies had intimated the nature of our 
Lord's kingdom to bez: and the n ; 
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| = 1 ligion, by ende avouring either to ſtop its 

adminiſtration, or to lay a: foundation for | 
ſo doing, public good muſt be their pre- 


tence in ſome ſhape or other to the peo- 


ple; and this truth, how that the public 
profeſſion of the godlineſs'of the" goſpel, and 
that only, is promotive in the higheſt de- 
gree of a people's cheat ul induſtry and 
health, is never ſeen or regarded by any 
apoſtatiſing people, for ſuch have ſet up 
this idol in their hearts, the love and ſer- 


Vice of the mammon of unrighteouſneſs, 


before the love of God; and in all proba- 
| bility, this fort of idefatry 1 in the covetous 
and greedy love of money, attended with a 


deſtructive extravagance, diſſipation,” and 


Waſte, is carried on here to a degree beyond | 
any example practiſed heretofore in this 
8 ee ſince it has deen Christian. i But 
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| be the times of this world what they will, 5 
as Chriſtians at no time need, ſo they 5 
2 ſhould not bein any thing terrified by their 

- - adverſaries; their conſciouſneſs of What 

they are ſhould preſerve them from this, 
they being conſcious that they are ſubjects 
to a king, who is omnipotent and omnipte- 


ben in his Kingdom; and that his Church 


is: not d mo his eee but 5 


W Foes tw Chriſtian to Ft 
. and diſtin& notions of the omnipo- 
tency of Chriſt's Kingdom, and of the 
militant ſtate of his Church here on earth, 
had this been duly attended unto, there 
would not have been found either thoſe 
eruel- perſecutors, or thoſe ridiculous 
knights errant, that there have been among 
. haſe, — enen —_— of y 
8 agninſt the oppo- 

ſitions they met with, would have acted 


on 
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— veite/19x' good firatds- 
of the manifold grace of God in'their ſe- 
veral and reſpective ftations ; and thus, ac . 
cording to their baptiſmal-vow, the Chrif 
_ tian's firſt and principal oath of allegiance, 


| $4 Was they ſhould fit on twelve e 
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for the advancement of the Faith on which 


"= contrary to which no Chriſtian can 


become allied to any ſtate or potentate on 
earth) have fought as Chriſt's faithful ſol- 


diers, but with the weapons injoined, and | 
in the fair order and ſubordination required 
of them, in duly ſubmitting themſelves t to 
one er in the _ GEE 


Tax 3 78 inc ane 5 
in his Church, is plain, from what he ſaid 


vo his apoſtles, when he old them, that 


he appointed unto them/a Kingdom, as 
& God the Father had appointed him; and 6 
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— leidthe foundation of; nd 
ſet a precedent for that form of govern- 


ment which afterwards ſubſiſted in his 


Church; and that the apoſtles did, accor- 


ding to our Lord's appointment, judge the 
Fuel of God, appears paſt all contradiction 


from their Acls, for therein it is recorded, 5 


I that when difficult points occurred, theſe 
| were. referred to, and ſubmitted to the de- 
ciſion of the apoſtles aſſembled at Feruſalem; 


and ſuch their deciſions are precedents for 


: articles. of. Religion. Afterwards, in pro- 
ceſs of time, articles of Religion were agreed 
on occaſionally in general councils, made 


up of the biſhops in particular Churches, 5 


and their proceeding in affairs ſpiritual or 
-eccleſiaſtical, were not fruſtrated by pro- 


hibitions from the civil ſtate, whereby 
miniſters of the goſpel are expoſed to be in- 


_ tolerably oppreſſed for the conſeientious 
diſcharge of their duty. Where occaſional 
proceedings of councils, or of national ſy- 
| nods or convocations, are Wt received, but 


| Imothered 
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4 ſmothered and ſuppreſſed, there it maß end 


in the deſtruction of the power which 

Chriſt gave to his Catholic and apoſtolic | 
Church, and which is neceſſary for the 
continuance of the public profeſſion: of his 


Religion in any country, from the incidents 


ariſing i in proceſs of time. A reception of 


the adminiſtration of the goſpel of the 
Kingdom of heaven, rendered vague and 


unſettled, by prohibition. from the civil | 
ſtate, is no reception at all, but Where 
ſuch prohibition pr ails, is in fact a moſt 
contemptuous treatment, and an annihila- 
ting tantalization of the right and power 
Which Chriſt left to his Church, for the 
adminiſtration of the mediatorial ſyſtem of 


Religion, or goſpel covenant of alvation, 
founded on Faith ry him. 58 00 R 8 rg.) 


2 


th the: e days, and for the firſt 4 | 


propa gation of the goſ pel, miraculous 
powers were given; but even then they to 
_ whom ne: «ans were given, did not 


always 5 


bi Ps 5 3 n * * A 0 . . 5 5 15 | 
4 always FPS a proper and ordetly. aſe .of 
_ them, at leaſt ſome of St. Paul's converts 
du not and when they acted in ai 
manner, in exertion of the powers given, 
is reproofs of them are backed with * 
5 Srongelt re, in his epiſtles to them: 
yet ſometimes it was judged by him, that 
the remedying theſe diſorders required his 
Preſence, or of that perſon to whoſe care, 
. direction and management he left them, 
| eit er did this always prevail to that pur- 
poſe; St. Paul, at all times, in acquitting 
himſelf under the mifaculous powers he 
had, took eſpecial care not to recede from 
the powers given him, nor to break in up- 
on thoſe general orders and appointmen ts, 
which he ſaw. would be neceſſary ; in the 
Church, when grown to a mature ſtate ; 
| but occaſionally conformed himſelf there- 
to; as when he went with Barnabas to Je- 
ruſalem, to have articles of Religion for ſet- 
tling what was diſputed among ſome of his 
155 dan wert; and at another time, as“ he and 
| * imotheus 


2 00 and increaſed in number daily *. With 


ged, that © there is one Lord, one Faith, 


55 23 240. | bin 
| > be Timotheus, travelled and went throu 1 
e the cities where converts were, they de- 
8 livered them the decrees for to keep. that 5 
24 were, ordained of the apoſtles. and elders - 
N which were at Jeruſalem; and ſo the 72 
Churches were eſtabliſhed in the Faith, 


out ſuch a way. of proceeding in a nation 

reformed Church, as often as occaſions re- 
quire, the Church will be continually de- 

_  exeafing; for if articles of Religion were 

neceſſary in the apoſtles days, can it be ima- 
gined that the Church can do without at 

| other times? Articles of Religion are foun- 
died in the unity of Chriſt's Catholic and 

apoſtolic Church, whereby it is acknowled- 


one baptiſm, one God and Father of all. 
The preſent unity of Chriſt's Church, con- 
ſiſteth not in every other Church being ſub- 

"BG. to one > Church, paramount over all the 


4.x 


55 * Age; is 47: ir, *. 


L rere. 
Ls oY darin de agreement in thoſe truths, 
ö inſtitutions, and appointments, Which are 
: neceſſary in it, and no preference could e- 

8 ver be due to the Church of Rome, but up- 
| on this account, riotwithſtandi ng the pre- 
ference heretofore given to the Church of . 
: Rome, when Roman Emperors acknow- 
ledged the biſhops of Rome primates and 
metropolitans, or ſince to any national 

PR Church but upon account of its acting 
wok agreeable to the precepts and inſtitu· 
tions of the goſpel; and it is allowed by 
the generality of Chriſtians, that Chriſt 

. ordained two ſacraments in his Church as 
| generally neceſſary to ſalvation ; and al- 
though the ordaining, the ſetting apart, 

or conſecrating men for the adminiſtration 
of the goſpel, is not one of theſe ſacraments, 
yet it is to be numbered among thoſe ſa- 
cred appointments that Chriſt did ordain 
in his Church; and none are to take this 
office of publicly preaching and adminiſ-. 
1 the goſpel, but thoſe that are ordai- 
ned 


PREFACE "Ho"; 
ned thereunto z but now-every one that has 


front enough to aſſume this ſacred office to 
himſelf, harangues his audience on the 


myſteries of our holy Religion, as his prin- 


ciples, or no principles, dictate to him, 
from the famous Hibernian orator in St. 
Stephen's chapel, down to the meaneſt that 


can harangue away at an alehouſe club; 
and in like manner the myſteries: of the 


| Chriſtian Faith are clandeftinely made the 


daily objects of neus- papers, by anony- 


mous writers, Who, by entering on ſub- 
„ jest which are either above our knowledge, 
or elſe which length of time now makes ex- 


I tremely difficult to ſpeak of with any deter- 


minate certainty, open a door for endleſs 
debates, difa greements, and confuſion; 
. theſe being points about which it is the 
duty and province of the Church occaſio- 
nally to ſpeak, as far as the light given en- 
ables men; of the ſacredneſs and neceſſity 
of received and ſettled miniſters of the goſ-. 


Peg thus St. Paul argues, "” How all men 


828 75 b A 
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- 


ff 


2 Ri 1 PREF A c x. 
cc, eall- on him in- whom they A not 5 
* Hieved; and how ſhall they believe in 
« him, of whom they have not heard? and 


« how ſhall they hear without a preacher ? 


e and how ſhall they preach except they. 


e be ſent*?” And his charge, a little be- 
fore his death, to Timothy, was, The 
N things which thou haſt heard of me 
among many witneſſes, the ſame commit 
« thou to faithful men, who ſhall be able 
 « to teach others alſo · T.“ And St. Peter, 
A little before his death, made it his endea- 
vour that thoſe who had obtained our pre- 
cious Faith © might be able, after his de- 
<« ceaſe, to have the things belonging there - 
they always i in remembrance t. This or- 
der of men cannot ſubſiſt in their proper 
ſtation without means, either ordinary or. 
extraordinary, without either miracles or 
Proper hire are them} in their en 4 


e 14. ie” ee, 2. 9 5 


W YES 7 


1 2 Ur“ of St. Peter, ne 


PREFACE Ini 
25 our Lord oitlattienl that thoſe that Pretched hg 
the goſpel ſnould live of the goſpel; and de- 
clared that they were worthy of their hire; 
| they have a character of authority and di ge 
nity to ſupport, which requires a continu» * 
ance of a worthy, ſettled, and well ſecured 
pay, or elſe miracles to be wrought to give: 5 
them authority and dignity ; the contem- 
ners of our holy Religion know that there 
is now no reaſon to expect the latter; 
therefore the unſettling what ĩs neceſſary for | 
the due adminiſtration of Religion, and the ; 
| reducing it low, or making i it vile, ſo that | 
it might fall into the hands of the meaneſt 
and baſeſt of men, would be very pleaſing 
and acceptable to them; various are the 
dark ways and means by which this pro- 
perty may be ſo unhinged, as to become a 
prey to the covetous, the tricking and over- 
bearing; what if ſome, who have dedica= 
ted themſelves to the ſervice of, and live ff | 
the goſpel, live in a manner inconſiſtent 5 1 1 
with, or moſt ſcandalous to their Proel. 5 4" 
e F . ſien, 


Ixviir PREFACE. 


1 5 ſion, to be for altering and diminiſhing the 
property of the Clergy upon this account, 
is a levelling plea, that may be extended a- 8 


-  gainſtthe property of men in every ſtation, J 


and never will be encouraged ; in any ſtate 
truly Chriſtian ; for there none are thought Ip 
_ more worthy of their hire than miniſters of 1 
the goſpel; and accordin gly, care hath been 
taken to place their hire on a reſpectable | 
and laſting footing, as it is at preſent by 
the laws and conſtitution of this country; 
the miniſters of the goſpel, above all others, 
are to take an eſpecial care, that they be- 
come not the baſe and laviſh hirelings of 
men, conſcious that they are bought with a 


8 price, that by no means permits them 


otherwiſe to be the ſervants of men, than 
as the ſervants of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in 
their ſtation and calling. The hire of the 
clergy reduced to baſe conditions, will proſ- 

titute the remains thereof meanly to be traf 
ficked with, a traffick that no man, who 5 
hath a regard for that ſalvation, to which 


PREFAOE „ 


we are e redeemed, will ever be concerned Wn; 
but abſtain reds all appearances of evil. 


"Tax, 3 of this 1 being 
| monarchical, the welfare of this national 
Church, and its miniſters, conſiſts in the 
defence of the King, being what his Maje- 
ſty at his coronation moſt ſolemnly declares 
thus to the Archbiſhop, that he will grant, 
"ON keep, and confirm the law, cuſtoms, and E 
e franchiſes granted to the Clergy accor- 
ding to the laws of God the true pro- 
* feſſion of the goſpel eſtabliſhed in this 
Kingdom, and agreeing to the preroga- 
0 tive of the Kings thereof, and the ancient 
< cuſtoms of the realm ;” and to the Bi- 
ſhops, that with a willing and devout - 
b heart he will preſerve and maintain to 
be them, and the Churches committed to 
00 their charge, all canonical privileges, 
and due law and juſtice, and that he will 
« be their protector and defender to his 
« _ by-the aſſiſtance P God, as every 
ES < good 


* 
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et good King! in his Kin gdom oughti in FER 
to protect and defend the Biſhops and 
the Churches under their government.” | 
And likewiſe the welfare of this national 


Church conſiſts in the patronage of the 


great, and in the Good Will of the People; 
| their hearing and receiving the miniſters of 
the goſpel as required; and the leaſt hath 
a part to act therein as well as the greateſt 
5 and a are accordingly accepted of. 


h Tar beſt conſtitution of fate is nable | | 
in any country to decay, by having the 


public profeſſion of true Religion either 5 | 


weakened or removed from them ; and E 
this by various ways and means. 


Ta defence that the moſt . and 
wiſeſt of princes is willing to give to the 
Chriſtian Faith, (and what prince would 
not be deſirous, except the doughty prince, 

Monſieur Voltaire, that his ſubjects might 

de faithful Chriſtians) may be reduced to 


9 3 


be little or none. Thus a Chriſtian Prince 


may find the crown he wears a crown of 


: cally oppoſite to. the F aith. 


_ thorns, through the oppoſition he meets 
with in defence of the Faith, from fac- 
tious and rebellious | ſubjects, when they 
have caſt off their fear of God and love 
for one another: or thro' the weak ſtate re- 
ligion may be brought into by his prede- 
ceſſors, and thoſe of his family, by their 
having long and buſily eſpouſed heterodoæx 
writers, and introduced practices diametri- 


= 


Ausrrien, extravagance, and covet- | 
5 ouſneſs generally prevailing, among the | 
rich, will make them no more, nor better 
| patrons in the Church than they were in 

8. Janes days. 


Ar PEOPLE debaſed by corrupt examples, 5 
and become impoveriſhed, and eager to 
| devour with a canine apPefite, like the 
: Es. on 


- law” PREFACE, 
rich and covetous, will naturally be "A 
leſs what or whom they devour, Yet, 


Iris generally imagined, and boaſted of 5 


82 accordingly, that the genius of this or that 


nation is averſe to popery and tyranny; | 


when the heart of man is naturally ſo cor- 


rupted with darkneſs and pride, rebellious, | 
and exalting itſelf againſt the righteous will 
of God, that tyranny in ſome ſhape or 


bother would. univerſally pr evail, did not 


Cod, who governs the world, of his gra- 
cious goodneſs avert it from a people; for 
the ſpirit of one man to tyranniſe over ano: 
ther, ariſing from pride, and ſelf-ſufficiency 

In the corrupt heart of man generally rages, h 
| it doth ſo not only in popiſh countries, but 
in ſome other Churches, deeming themſelves 
reformed in every reſpect from being either 
Antichriſt, or the Man of Sin; and in the 
ſectaries here, is found raging from furious 
bigoted zealots, down to the demure and 


"ns — but in no caſe, nor | 
at 


2 rare. 8 - Lund 
at any time can any one act for the wel- 


fare of Chriſt's Church; but to the con- 
trary, unleſs all his doings be in charity, 


which requires of us to reſiſt and overcome 


| evil with good; thus to act with patience, 
and to be humble under the hand of Al- 


mighty God, who in his infinite wiſdom 


i and goodneſs, after the counſel of his own. 
will, directs the courſe of this world, and 
in his due and appointed time will put an 
end thereto; and where this charity attends 
the actions of men, they will have and 


promote that peace which the world can 
neither give, nor "mo ns 
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CHAP, 1. 


| Whence the errors men run into about the 
0 future events of God's providence proceed. 
from; ; of. 1200 forts ; ; how reproved by our 
| Lord. What is propoſed | in this Eſſay. 
5 Of Chrift's Kingdom. The Prophecy of the 
deſtructi on of Feruſalem, and of the times of 
the Gentiles. Such knowledge of God's re 
| vealed will is given or denied to men as is 
beft for them, proved from G s infinite 
wiſdom and power. With what  awfulneſs 
the book of Revelation i is to be read; how 


our 


8 . ESSAY ON yPROPHECIES. 


our „ Inowledge of brophecies' is limited. . . 


W772 Newton's opinion of the folly of a 


terpreters of the book of Revelation, prying 
into future events of God's providence for- 


] bidden by the book of Revelation ; men re- 


gardleſs of this muſt run into great abſurdi- 


ties in their interpretations of the book of 7. 


Revelation. What principles the author 
9 this Eſſay D . on. 


| 2 DUCED dither $7 our pride and | 
preſumption, or blinded by falſe ſelf- 


| love i in views from this world, we are apt ' 
to run into two extremes, or errors, in re- 
| lation to ſuch appointments and procee - 
8 dings of God A ee * are 


| future. 


* 


Tur one, when we preſume to enquire 
about times and ſeaſons, the knowledge 
of which times and ſeaſons God, through | 
his divine wiſdom, hath reſerved ſecret 
Ige, ſuch knowledge 


P 2 ; 


. from our know ed 


being no ways fitted to our ſtate and ſta- 


loud y aſpire after that which is thus 
beyond our bounds, inſtead of having | 
_ found and temperate knowledge of good, 


we become bewildered and loft in the WY 
zes that our pride and W have 
58 led us into. | 


1 {Tra GI is 855 ans ha . 
are the moſt evident tokens of ſome wad 
nal judgment of God drawing near, as 
clearly. diſcernible by our knowledge; as 


when the branches are tender, and 3 
trees put forth their leaves, we know by 


3 o PROPHECIBS.- | 23 | 


tion. And when, we trad e 


theſe ſigns, that it is ſpring, and that 1 


ſummer is nigh, yet, under ſuch evident 
ſigus of the times, men perverſely affect 


blindneſs, ſaying, contrary to the record 


of all hiſtory, as well as to the holy {crip- 
tures, «That all things continue as they 
were from the beginning of the cre- 
N ation.“ Bad men, at the worſt of times, 


ty, have 


— 


3 4 rss on rroruterfs. 
have taken on them this affected igno- 


rance, ſooner than incur the enmity of 
the world; and feel the diſpleaſure of men, 


by raiſing diſguſt in the covetous, in 


* the proud, in the incontinent, and vi- 


te olent lovers of pleaſure, and men of 


dhe like corrupt tempers and potions, 


«Oi: bleſſed Lord and Saviour 'repro- 


ved the firſt of theſe errors, when he told 
his diſciples, enquiring of him, whether 


he would then reſtore the Kingdom to al, 


by telling them. that it was not for them 
to know the times and ſeaſons, 5 80 the 


Father had en own EINE" tt 29 


* 


Tur other our 1554 rebuked- in . 
ae and Sadduces, whoſe ſtubborn- . 


nels and perverſe blindneſs of mind and 
temper had rendered them not ſatisfied, 

or convinced of his coming from God, by 
| thoſe frequent miracles that our Saviour 
3 weaugat, but they further de- 
Sk VV fired 


EE as thats times. 


* 


1s ON "PROPHECIES.| z 5 
fired of him, that men ſhew them 
da ſign from heaven, by telling them 
that they could diſcern foul and fair wea- 
ther, from the uſual ſymptoms: and ap- 
pearances of the ſky betokening | ſuch 
weather; but they were ſuch hypocrites, 
; that they al not diſcern the ous "_ 


- 


a I 1 to treat in b 5 | 
; of the ſtate of Chriſt's Church, as foretold 


in the New Teſtament, more eſpecially of 


the ſtate of Chriſt's. Church during a Mil- 


lennium (chat is, a particular or determi- n 


nate ſpace of a thouſand years) when there 
was the greateſt abatement 


and reſtraint 8 


of that rebellious and Salton: angel Satan, ; 2 
our great and bitter adverſary. And when 


numbers of Chriſtians through their ſelf- 
3 denial were raiſed to ſuch an eminent degree) 
of piety. and. devotion, that they are deſ- 

eribed by this character of being prieſts. 

0 8 of God and of W and of bang. 

: | curely 
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| curely happy above others; ſo I muſt * 0 


ſomewhat of Chriſt's Kingdom, and of 
other ſubjects, which have a connection 


herewith and though theſe ſubjects pro- 
poſed are no where in holy ſcripture ſo 


taught us, as in the revelation. of Jeſus; 


Chriſt, « which God gave. unto him to 
hey unto his ſervants things which muſt 
* ſhortly come to paſs,” (that is, at the 
giving of that revelation, ſoon have their 
: be continued on till the final 
clloſe or end of this world,) “and which 
he ſent and fignifie nto 
nis ſervant John.“ Vet I, however lo,, 
and unworthy a min miniſter of the goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, hope that ſuch grace' of God' 
VWilh be granted me, as will enable me ſo 
do treat hereon, that what errors there are 
of mine in this eſſay or endeavour towards 


beginning, and- 


. 3 


by his angel . 


an explanation of theſe high and arduous 
prophecies deeply wrapt in myſtic language, 
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ſtrict and A x 
f their duty, and chic ji: 
- mercy, and love of God; ſoo! 
ſurrection he declared, "that" xe* es 
ce Was given to him in 
and St. Paul *, ſpeaking of the rr which 


he had with God the Father, as à Son, and 


of mankind, ſays, that therefore God 
ce * hath highly exalted him, and given him 
a nat e every name, that 
e at the name of Jeſus every knee ſhall bow, 
X «6x Miki in heaven, and thin gs in in cath, 
tha © and eee 


nn i 


cc Father f. ah * Rind he thus acces ihe 
univerſal power of his Kingdom or domi- 
non, God hath ſet him at his own Tight 
"v0 —_ in heavenly eg far above all 


goo bo ut age, n 
ity, and power, "and mig 
4 * 2” * k 
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after his re- 


*,. 


ba ts _ opure exns.. 


dne under his feet, and gave him to 


te be head over all things to the Church. 5 


A TheſholriptreotheNow Te tan 


1 renders men happy ſubjects of his. 


2 and, eyery thing elſe, which is neceſſary to to f 
| conſtitute and uphold. a Kingdom ; and- 


"2 though Chriſt's Kingdom, is not of this 
. world, yet it is in this world, being eyery 
0 where extended, and over all principalities, 


powers, and dominions, whether in or 


out of his Church: Chriſt's Chureh i is a 
part of, and in his Kingdom; and to maus 


no diſtinction between Chriſt's Church and 


| N is a way to deceive and 


* 


48% „ * | (8 lead 
> TOS. i 6 8 e 4. 


= . dominion, and every name that i8 5 
named, not only in this world, but in 
 */that which is to come, and hath put all 


= the . ee the burg plays ks 
deus laws of the grace and truth of the go. 

pel of bis Kingdom, and likewiſe tules fr 
order and union, the obſervance of Which N 
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lead: into groſs errors; yet ſock falſe. and 
_ deceitful doctrine hath: of late years 
very higly cbuntenanced and moſt ara 55 
received. Very remarkably ſo was a ſer- 
mon preached in the year 1717, Which 
bears this title, The nature of the King- . 
dom or Church of Chriſt: the very title 
of Which ſermon, upon the leaſt recollec- 
tion, cannot but be perceived to be a groſs 
and flat contradiction to the doctrine of 
the New Teſtament; for it is moſt expreſs 
therein, that our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 8 
Kingdom i is univerſal every where here on 
earth as well as elſewhere; nei ither will it 
end otherwiſe than in part, as all that part : 
ol it which he exerteth' in oppoſition to wic- | 
| ked men and revolted angels, all that hath | | 


reference t to ſuch enmities s and oppaitions, ; 
| e 7 


" 
Va 


pe ester, late Nieper Wind! hither of this,” 


_, either never ſaw. the diſtinQion between Chriſt Church, end 


Kingdo m, or elle lo xgbt of beg diſtinction, Mw he v wrote 


bl 
this. ſermon. h 3 | * 
3 2 5 WEE %* #5 qv 2 21 4 GN 14 „ 4 . 
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don y being brought on to their laſt ſtate, 


s then cometh the end when he . 1 8 


e delivered up the Kin 


fag the Father; wha he ſhall have pat en ? 
© all rule, authority, and power, for he 
* muſt reign till he hath put all enemies 
s under his feet.” But this is not to be 
5 deemed at ſuch time any the leaſt diminu- 5 
g tion of his rule, authority, and power, or 
whatever excellency he hath with God the 
Father as his only Son; this is no more 


| diminution thereof than his laying aſide his 


* prieſtly office of offering up our prayers and 
. praiſes, and interceding for us at the throne 
aof God; when the end for which he was | 

ordained our high-prieſt ſhall be complea- 
ted; when this world, the appointed place 

of trial, ſhall have been continued on ſo 


long, that there is no more to be added to 


the number of his faithful ones,” but the | 

- whole number of God's ele&, out of thoſe 

e called, ſtands e and united 5 
| 768 5 „ 


| res av OW PROPAECIBS. = So 
the ſuch enemies ſhall be entirely put 
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*theſe-laſt days; ſpoke, unto, men by bi: 


*, Son he e had appointed heir of all 
things, by whom alſo he made che world. 
* «, who i fa the. brightneſs of. his glory, and | 
- the expreſs: image of his perſon ; 1 75 
e upholdeth all things by the word of 
| n his power. This laſt ſpeaking, this | 
_ prophetic. office of Jeſus. Chriſt, muſt, be 
fully complete and worthy of the Son. of T7 
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dhe oth; Fe” and LIT! * 


Tur Aide wiſdom. of God, to whoſe 
| dtdiſcerning fight the ſucceſſion of mil. - 
ages lieth open, and under whoſe direc- 5 
tion are both the light that diſcovers, and 5 
the eye that ſees, certainly knoweth beſt 
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earth, and what hath come to paſs in his 
Kipgdam, i in. theſe laſt, days, the days un- 
der t the diſpenſation of the goſpel now o 
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5 | Kinglom of heaven? They had not a 
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of hope and expectancy on man's part. 
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malice, and power of man could invent 
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| events intervening between that ſpace and 

| TY dhe dal end of the world, we muſt look 

for them in ſome other part of the New. 

- - _ _ Feſtament than the goſpels, chiefly in 

| the book of Revelation, which was writ- 

| ten ſome few years after the deſtruction 
ot the city of Jeruſalem, and i is a conti- | 

_ - -nuance of the prophecies of / Jeſus Chirif - 

from the laſt that he foretold to his di- 

1 _ -eiples,' w while here on earth, to the final 

dend of the world, uhen he ſhall have come 

in his glory with all his holy angels to 
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ſent, and to come, there revealed 10 "St. 
John, to whom heaven was opened, 

who in ſpirit ſaw God "ſeated on 8 
throne in heaven, encireled by thoſe! high 


"aid bleſſed creatures, Who are admitted 


there into his all-glorious, for- ever Joy- | 
ful and happy preſence. If we would be 


| bleſſed in reading and hearing the words 


"of this prophecy, and obſerve the thin! gs 
1 are written therein (as required) to 
our happineſs, it is certain we muſt ap- 
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; concerns our welfare and happineſs, and 
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material world, 
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regardleſs: hereof, have 1 on the book. 
of Revelation, as if there had been there- 
in an invitation to * into ON moe 


. their, depth, in ende ouring to take diſ- 


onder \ therefore, f men, e mien 20 
is; and preſumptuouſſ launching out of 
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from the book of: Revelation} ſhouldilola: 
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muſt Hortly' come. to paſs (foon after. the Hh 


time it was given in have their beginning 
to come to paſs). men are called upon to 
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hear and receive, with the greateſt awe 
| and veneration, that declaration of the 


nighteous decrees of God; thus, repeat- 
_edly, after the ſtates of the ſeven Churches 
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declared thus unto them. that r iGth er- 
“ rupted themſelves, and made 2: graven.: | 
r image, or the likeneſs; of any thing, 
« and did evil in the ſight of the Lord, 
i that they ſhould utterly. periſh from off 
amen wms arent uni lor. 
1 were eee n 
. days; if they ſhould turn to the Lord 
their God, and be obedient to his voice, 
he would not forſake them, nor deſtroy. 
© hem, nor forget the covenant of their 
« fathers, Which be tare unto them, 
Aſter Moſes had thus declared the terms on 
which the Iſraelites might preſerve t 
 ſelves-in tha paſſeſſion of the land they 
| ſed over Jordan to poſſeſs, according to 
God's covenant ; he then refers them © 
another prophet, ſaying, . the Lond thy 
God will raiſe up unto thee a praphet 
e from the midſt of thy thren like 


. 


« unto me; unto him ſhall you heark- 


" en.” * the like manner all the promiſes | 
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of God made to the Iſrae 


ten o 9h the tribes were carried firſt by Shal- 


Hog 2 8 were. 7 onal: .; What 


the Jews, that are temporal, in 


| good. them already, 
tered. themſelves incapable 
according to God's s, Sts ug poi it 


| is with nations of men, as with individual 


ns; „ when the wicked man turneth 


« + away from his wickedneſs that he hath 


« committed, and doeth that which! is law- 
15 ful and right, he ſhall fave his ſoul alive;” 


00 nations of men, if they are not for their 


public offences. ſmitten in vain, if they do 


not then harden and delight. themſelves in 


heir own Waſh | but. turn unto the Lord 


3 


r, king of Aſſyria, and afterwards | 
Tr Kannen tribes bn 


1 * there are in the Old Teſtament | 


1 b ſenſe... have then been made | 
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er Obit with all their heart; ſuch nations 
ſave themſelves from publie ruin and de- 
ſtruction 


. 


God will eſtabliſh them in rig? 

| reotiſneſs ; he will bleſs them in their riches; 

their frugality, their trade; their iciduſtry'; 
and will reinſtate them in the honour, 


Peace, e „and and the proſperity, ec 


12 S 8 


8 not direct thoſe means: | ach mould be 
for their welfare to be an occaſion of their 
falling. Of this his manner of p oceeding 
with nations, God commanded his prophiet 
Jeremiah to acquaint the houſe of Iratl; 
ſaying, * 44 At what inſtant 1 ſhall ſpeak 


concerning a-nation, and. concerning a 
kingdom, to pluck it up. and to pull 
down and to deſtroy is If that nation, 
againſt whom I have pronounced, turn 
from their evil, 1 will repent of the evil 
that I thought to do unto them: and at 


* Jeremiah u. 


F what inſtant L ſpeak concerning a nation, 
and concerning a kingdom to build, and 
to your it, if it do evil in my fight, that 
19 | * 


— 


: ee n LY 8 | b ent 
of the goodz wherewith 1 aid I would 1 
7 „benefit them“. Thus: che ſame: perverſe 


Was the cauſe of the Jews being ſent into : 


ng to hear the voice of God, which 


captivity, did keep the ten bene. 5 f | 


diſperſed and driven from their c 


tilla Je ter reſtauration for them, and har 5 | 


others; did take place, till that new and 
better covenant made with the houſe of Iſ- 


_ rachand: with the houſe of Judah; eſta- 8 
bliſhed on hetter promiſes, was come; that | 


_ theſe ten tribes of Iſrael, a ſtate that had ſo 

long and o grievouſly offended God, did 
not return into the Land of Promiſe, and 
become one with Judah, according to 


God's purpoſe of gathering them together, 


and making hem one Kingdom again but 
their continuing to neglect” and refuſe 
thoſe opportunities, that he graciouſly; = 
according to his promiſes; afforded them, 
or otherwiſe . and ; e 


fuch i their reſtauration, i is not in the leaſt 
| | | 27 


*\ 


this -obſervation® of Bir 1 
will be of great uſe, that divine 
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- 


one day, they arenotfulfilled p 

at once, but have ſpringing and germi- 
throughout many 
t e fulneſs of 
;” ſuch: was 
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5 nor of the , Reve Revelation, which God gave 
unto him, to new unto his ſervants things 


5 which muſt come to paſs 1 in the : appointed 


TM courſe of this world, for thereby men fully £ 
| ſee the events, come to paſs as our Lord 1 
15 foretold, all the events which concern them 


" how to know, unleſs they are b n 


dered through. their oyn, pride and pre-. 


ſumption, or blinded e inveterate pre. 
judices. —7— ker. 3 955 a Cha rn 1 1 £þ | "A 12 cf 


as * 2 x po * 2 : 
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Tut Endler mercies of God are at : Cat 
War over all his works, and when'extra 

ordir nary mercies are promiſed « or Wera 
to be granted unto any people, he wills at 
no time ſuffer ſuch his mercies to becom 
bend and partial indulgences to them; ; 
but his infinite wiſdom and goodneſs cor 


- ſtantly« direfts them to one point of uni- 


a verſal love. Thus much God Almighty 0 


bath moſt Ker declared that * 5 the 
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34 ST SAY ON PROPHECIES 8. 
10 being a nation before him for ever; 
cc and that if heaven above can be mea- 
vo ſured, and the foundations of the earth 
« ſearched out beneath, he will caſt off all 
10 the ſeed of Ifrael, for all that they have 
ce done.“ Nom at this time the deſcen- 
dants of Iſrael? are kept a nation or people 
in a moſt miraculous manner, when diſper- 
ſed and ſcattered for ſo long a time: that 
length of time hath made this doing of the 
Lord very marvellous; and the holy apoſtle | 
St. Paul + ſpeaks thus of the ſalvation of 
the Jews, Hath God caſt away his peo- 
« ple? God forbid. _He ſhews how they. 
are not caſt away, by inſtancing f in him- 
ſelf; and after faying every thing that could 
gain upon, and contribute toward the con- 
verſion of his countrymen, ſhewing how 
earneſtly it was his heart's deſire and prayer a 
to God that they might be ſaved, bear- 
ing them this record (that they were not 


2 | 8 t 55 7 lukewarm, 


U 
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he «. lukewarm, and indifferent, but) that 5 
< they had a zeal of God, but not accor- 
| « ding to knowledge; £7 pointing out to 
them their miſtake, and what they ſtum- 
| bled at from the words of their moſt eſ- | 
teemed prophets, and guarding againſt and 
05 ſuppreſſi ingeverykind of offence, that might 
ſpring from any reproach or inſult towards 
them in Gentiles converted to the F aith, 
then ſays thus to ſuch converted Gentiles, 
41 would not, brethren, that ye ſhould 
ebe ignorant of this myſtery (leſt you 
1 ſhould be wiſe in your awn conceit) that 
« blindneſs in part 1s happened unto Iſ- 
« rael, until the fulneſs of the Gentiles be 
come in, and ſo all Ijrael ſhall be ſaved; ; 
<« as it is written, there ſhall come out of | 
cc Sion. the deliverer, and ſhall turn away 
« ungodlineſs from Jacob; for this is my 
« covenant with them, when I ſhall take 
away their ſins. As concerning the 
** goſpel, they are enemies for your fake: 
< but, as touching the election, they are 
| | 2 © beloved 


Gs * all.” 
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* beloved for their fathers fake ; ot che 
40 4 "gifts and calling of God are bh 
4 repentance. For as ye in times paſt 


« have not believed God, yet have now 
obtained mercy throu gh their unbelief, 


even ſo have theſe alſo now not believed, 
that through your mercy, they alſo may 


7 obtain mercy; for God hath concl uded 
« all in unbelief, that he might have e mercy 


Tur reign of f Conſtantine the Great, 
be firſt Chriſtian emperor, and an empe- 
ror of no leſs ſtate than that of Rome, and 
the circumſtances during. that age, hath | 
been looked upon by more than the learned 
Grotius, to be the fulneſs of the Gentiles, 
alluded to by the apoſtle ; and this hath; ap- 
pearance of probability on its fide : for, 
upon ſo great an emperor's embracin g the 
Chriſtian Faith, of courſe a fulneſs of the 
Gentiles did come in; and this at a time 
ou the Jews had ſeen Chriſtianity ſtrug- 


5 Sling 
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0 wg with; but prevailing over the; gre 
oppoſitions and perſecutions poſſible, while 
their ſtate had | funk down and lain for a 
conſiderable time in entire ruin: nor could 
it be raiſed and reſtored by all the means 
the emperor julian was incited to uſe to 
that purpoſe, out of hatred to the Chrif- 
tian Religion. There is a very confidera- 
ble difference between the caſe of the an- 
eient Jews, and the modern Jews : the 
ancient Jews had had a law immediately 
revealed from heaven, their ſpecial and par- 
| ticularkind of government had been glo- 
_ . rifiedwith ſome tokeris of the glorious pre- 
ſence of God in their temple, the place 
where he had choſe to place his name, but 
they were ſunk from their glorious ſtate at 
our Saviour's e and become A Province 
to Rome. VV 


As to the modern Jews, it muſt be ow- 
ned, that there is too much ground to ſup- 


bent theſe and ſuch-like ſevere and bitter 
: characters | 


4 
| 
| 
: 
| 
13 
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characters and deſcriptions given of them; 5 
that they have been long, as we ſee 
Rx them now to be, partly from the vahity 
. of their conceits, partly. from the baſe- 
«© neſs. of their minds and manners, and 
_ « partly alſo for the wretchedneſs of their 

condition, the ſcorn and obloquy of all 


1 


175 nations. a That they ſwarm moſt 
« in Turkey; for the grand vizier, and 


et other baſhaws, have commonly ſome 
« Jew for their counſellor or ſpy; who 


ce informs them of the ſtate of Chriſtian 


< princes, poſſeſſes them of a hatred of 


64 the Chriſtian Religion, and ſo incenſes 


«to a war againſt them; that they are 


45 accounted the ſubtileſt and moſt ſub- 


. dolous people upon earth: and the rea- 
* ſon why, is their often captivities, their 
« def} 8 N (being e rich 


5 ' Barrow' ſermon on the imperoion of the Jeni 


© + Hovwel, in a letter to che lord Clifford. - 
„ | 3 
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* or extremely poor) the neceſſity and ba- 
. tred. to which they have been habitua- 
© ted ? that, by their profeſſion, they are 
„ the moſt part brokers, and, by that 
ee baſe and ſervile way of frippery trade, 
« grow rich, whereſoever they neſtle them- 
« ſelves.” That they are © * hated in all 
« parts of the Turk's dominions, becauſe 
e employed as publicans, in gathering and 
« ;inhancing the public tributes, which 
* they exact with all ſeverity as may be, 
« and improve unto the moſt ; and no leſs 
* hated in all parts of the chriſtian world, 
« as enemies to the croſs of Chriſt, 8 


a _ wh at . 8 to 1 the 
perverſeneſs and hardheartedneſs of the mo- 
dern Jews, is the great length of time that 
they have been kept in the ſtate they are 
in, and this ſtrange circumſtance of theirs 
not having prevailed more over them to 


* Heylin's Coſmograpby, * _ 
ME. OS their 
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their converſion, it being now above one 
thouſand ſeven hundred years ago fince the 


crucifixion of our Lord, when the popular 


and hypocritical judge, Pontius Pilate, 


apprehending that his art and cunning 
could not prevail to ſave innocent blood, 


and appeaſe a tumult made by the Jews, 
ſhed the moſt innocent blood of our Savi- 
our, to appeaſe their tumult, and formally 
raking water, and waſhing his hands before 
the multitude, ſaid, I am innocent of the 
« blood of this juſt perſon, ſee you to it; 


I thus, hypocrite like, vainly endeavouring to 
| waſh all the guilt hereof off from himſelf on 
the wretched people, ſeeing them- ready to 
receive it : everſince which time, the Jews 
have been a nation in tribulation ; their ca- 
pital was ſoon deſtroyed, and they diſper- 


ſed, according to our Lord's prophecy of 


them : and, during all this time, whoſoe- 


ver hath endeavoured to take them out of 
theſe circumſtances, have endeavoured ſo 


to > do: in vain. And * miracle appears the 


: 5 more 
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more ſurpriſing, when we conſider by what 
powerful and ſubtile men it hath been at- 
tempted ; for two inſtances hereof, let the 
attempt made by Julian the apoſtate, and 
that made by the rebel and uſurper, Oliver 
Cromwell, ferve, who formed a defign of 
ſettling the Jews in this nation, and trea- 
ted with them for this purpoſe; but the de- 
ſign was violently oppoſed in thoſe days of 
his uſurpation; and it proved then, like all 
attempts to this - purpoſe, vain, and he 
could do nothing in it, notwithſtanding 
| the cunning and dexterity he had in ma- 
| king a religious pretence to a deluded and 

infatuated people, ſerve any purpoſe he had 
in view, who, for a pretence to deſtroy and 
devour, could not only make long ſpeeches, 
but long prayers, and at that time ſuch 
prayers were not without their effect, in 
gaining authority over the moe as Wy 
5 were r deluded. N 


mm 


<> 
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Ir is certain, from the part that the 


Jews ated in our Lord's crucifixion, and 


from the prophecies that are againſt them, 
that no mildneſs, no univerſal benevo- 
lence enjoined us, nor no other quality or 


property of the Chriſtian virtue, charity, | 


obliges or. permits any Chriſtian country 
ever to receive Jews upon the footing of 
their natural- born ſubjects; theſe people 
being ſuch a nation as they are, is owing 
to their own obſtinancy, now much ag- 
gravated by length of time; and this one 
circumſtance peculiar to them, their lateſt 


poſterity continuing a people not only ſepa- 


rate and diſtinct from, but by the tenets 


of their Religion irreconcileable to Chriſ- 


tians, which cireumſtance never gives them 
the leaſt pretenſion to any thing more, than 
their being tolerated, protected, and de- 


fended by the laws of a country, as foreign 
ſubjects, or ſtrangers in a country. A ſted- 


faſtneſs in the Chriſtian Faith, a behaviour 
in Chriſtians that becometh the Boſpel HE 


| 
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Chriſt towards Jews (their ſtate and caſe 


conſidered) i is the means required to be uſed 


by Chriſtians towards bringing them into 
the fold of Chriſt's Church, that they may 
be of the remnant of the true Hraelites; and 


while we ſhew. a generous love of their 
perſons, and a pity of their caſe, we are 


to Mew a juſt abhorrence of the crimes 


they are addicted to: and a practice and 
behaviour towards them, that would ſhew . 
the reverſe of this, is as likely means to 


prevail towards their converſion as it is 
of doing any. people good. We may, and 
ought, in humble confidence to hope, that 
now, ſo long as the world ſhall laſt, no 
part, at leaſt no part of Chriſtendom, once 
great and glorious, ſhall ever become ſo 
loſt and abandoned, as to join with Jews, 
be ſuch partakers and partners with them, 


as to fall into, and continue in their ini- 


quitous ways of uſury, brokerage, and co- 
zenage, and other ſuch their abominable 


practices. tending directly to the ruin of 
| | 1 3 thoſe 
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thoſe countries where ſuch uſurious trade 
of lending their money is carried on, by 
drawing and draining the ſubſtance of the 
moſt induſtrious and uſeful part of man- 
| kind to pay the intereſt of thoſe immenſe 
ſums lent, and which men of Jew- like diſ- 
poſition are cunning and ſkilful to take 
every opportunity and ſeaſon to . wes 
rious gains M ee eee 


Wann very great, flagrant, and de- 
ſtructive inſtances hereof come to be felt 
by a people, they are not borne but by 
means of a corrupt army, void of all ſenſe 
of true or Chriſtian honour, mercenary 
and ſlaviſh, part allured by mercenary re- 
wards, and part driven by the ſevereſt, the 
moſt abject, and flaviſh kinds of puniſu- 
ment ; ſuch an army is a rod in the hands 
of our Lord, the only and eternal Son of 
God, the bleſſed and only Potentate, the 
Lord of Hoſts in heaven and on earth, who 
is gone forth conquering and to conquer, 

n till 
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till the laſt enem y ſhall be deſtroyed; and 
who never ſuffers ſuch means of puniſhment 
to prevail, where a people are corrigible by | 

milder. It hath been obſerved of the ſe- 
cond, or inſtrumental cauſes of a people's 
ruin, (and fſuch a ſtate of human affairs, 
when general, will bring this world itſelf 
on to its final diſſolution) that a corrupt 
Clergy hath acted the firſt part, corrupt 
lawyers the ſecond part, and a corrupt ar- 
my the laſt. The great and arduous affairs 
of princes: often require large armies, hut 
tyrants and uſurpers will always ſtand in 
need or imagine, that they do, of ſtanding 
armies, and when ſuch. have drained the 
' purſes of the people in keeping up their 
ſtanding armies, the people are forced, 
through poverty, into perſonal ſervice; 
ſuch armies have been the laſt inſtrumental 
cauſe of depriving a people of liberty, in 


every country that hath been. deprived of _ 


; its liberty; but hath never prevailed, but | 
where the fins and iniquitous practices of 
14 -— pou 
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a people have not firſt prevailed; The fins 


of a people are the original debts, that lay 


the foundation of their ruin; liberty, like 


peace, is the gift of God; though none are 

| ſo apt to prate, write about, and boaſt of 
liberty, as ee the flaves of fin 1 of | 
| this world. | | oak 


Wur REVER Jews meet with a preference : 
before other foreigners, and a partial fa- 
_ vour is ſhewn them, it muſt be owing. 
(here a direct and profeſſed hatred and 


| averſion to Chriſtianity doth not prevail) 


to covetou ſneſs, that root of all evil, both 
public and private; they being fit inſtru- 


ments to ſet up and carry on ſchemes, 


jobs, and projects, and to lay baits, and, 


by lending their money, to ſet the leadin ng 5 

men of corrupt times on concerting all 

ways and means of drawing the ſubſtance 
of induſtrious perſons to themſelves, to 
tick * and to thoſe of a Jew-like dif. 


| poſi * 
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«bu: Chriſtians would not run themſelves 
into great inconveniences, and groſs ab- 


5 ſurdities and fables, in relation to Jews, 
they ſhould form right notions of the ſtate 
PX of redemption offered Jews by the covenant. 

of the new Teſtament ; the offer thereby © 


is, that they are to be grafted mto the body 
of Chriſt's Church as other men; it is ſo 


| all I ael ſhall be ſaved: 2 the Deliverer that | 
came out. of Sion; who died for the ſins oe” 5 


the whole world, turns away. ungodlineſs 


from Jacob as from other men, upon the 


better promiſes of the New Teſtament ; the 


4 perfection of which leaves no room for 


the ſetting up and re-eſtabliſhing the pro- 


miſe of the former, in reſpect of reſtoring 
| them to their country and d in the Jang.” 
: of an rr Canaan. 95 VVV 


"hn. every Quiiſtian 1 bella or os 1 
the beſt of the ſtate of the falvation of the 

| 1 ews, only let the hope conceived of their 

manner of ee be within bounds 

e | 8 . e con- 8 
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eonfiſtent with the tenor and perfection of 
the New Teſtament, which moſt expreſsly 
ſetteth forth, that with Chriſt Jeſus there 
is no more any partial reſpect of nations of 
men than of the conditions and ſtates of 
men, all are one in Chriſt Jeſus; with him 
dere is neither Jew nor Greek that are 
partially preferred the one before the other 
in their redemption from death to an im- 
mortal life in heaven, the only appointed 
place of men's perfect peace and joy; and, 
in their paſſage to which, this world, thro 
all the times of its continuance, is a place 
of trial, of trouble, and of difficulty, 
where the worth of men is tried by the 
manner they endure the afflictions that 
are upon them, as gold is tried and pu- 
rified by the fire. All the holy apoſtles, 
whenever they ſpeak of the New Teſta- 
| ment, or covenant of the laſt days, and of 
that age or time, never ſpeak of any ex- 
emption from this appointed courſe of the 
world, nor in * — manner as leaves 
the 


| E$$AY-0N) PROPHBCLBS- 9 


the leaſt room to eli ve that e former, 
or old Teſtament, or covenant, would be 


any show, or in part, revived and reſtored; 


but the direct contrary, ſhewing how that 
diſpenſation. was eome to its end, and 


5 under the new and everlaſting covenant; 
| bow-all-things-were: become new, and the 
New Jeruſalem; is not of this world, but 


reſerved in heaven for the: Vie ael ＋ God; 


©. who: doth account them, j which: are. of 5 


faith, for @ ſeed, and bleſſeth them with 


« faithful Abraham.” Thus all the true 
members of Chriſt's Church, though in- 
Vvifible to the ſight of men, have been ap- 
proved of throu wy all 865 6 oft the world in 

| the ſight of God. 11 1 17 | 


/ 


. RI diſperſed Nate of the * 
is ſuch a ſtate, that we ought; to look, on, 
it with admiration; for their continuing 


diſperſed in the manner they are, is a great 
and ſurprizing miracle, and ſo contrary to 
all hiſtory, that, had they continued kept 


4. - 


ſo 


—— 


— — 


P 


} a «. o 
* 4 ? - « 0 
» * 
— ren eee erer 


450 286 on PROPHE C18. . 


ſo diſperſed but a quarter of che time, it 1 
had been a very great miracle: and this 
ſad reverſe to their former ſtate, this moſt 
remarkable affliẽtion upon the children or 
poſterity of thoſe people, who preferred an 
infamous robber and murderer before our 
Saviour, and called down the ſhedding of 
his blood on their poſterity, is to be num 
bered among thoſe miraculous proofs, that 
are ſufficient to convert men eee con- 


| firm them | in, the chriſtian faith. 


Har the ten tribes (5 reſtored fm 
| their captivity, during. any time of their ; 


_ ſtate before the laſt days, and been made 


one with Judah under ſome famous Jew- | 


iſh prince, then the reſtauration deſigned 


the Jews had not been complete, but 


only thereby faintly ſhadowed. Theſe 


and ſuch like prophecies, © Behold the 
« days come faith the Lord, that I will | 


« raiſe” unto David a righteous: branch, 


A 


dene. - 


Z = | 
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" © and. a King mall reign, and proſper, 
« and ſhall execute judgment and juſtice 
in the earth: in his days Fudab ſhall 
0 be ſaved, and Iſrael ſhall dwell ſafely. 
« And this is his name whereby! he ſhall 
be called, the Lord our: Righteouſneſs. | 
Therefore behold the days come, faith . 
| « the-Lord, that they ſhall no more ſay, 
The Lord liveth, vrhich brought up 
« the children of Iſrael out of the land 
: « of Egypt ; but the Lord: liveth which 
* brought up, and which led he ſeed of 
the houſe of Iſrael out of the north 


| P 


2 country, and from all countries, whi- 


Bay 


ther I had driven them, and they ſhall 
dwell in their own land, „were not 
fulfilled, or completely perfected; until 
our Lord, after his triumphant aſcenſion, 
had ſent his angels, his apoſtles, who, 
by the ſound of their doctrine, gathered 
together his elect from the four winds, 
from the one end of heaven to the other 3 
when he | Enthrred together in one the 

| Fe Children 
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Children of Gd that were ſcattered abroad; 


when the ruel on earth were thus called 


and ſummoned to be fellow citizens with 
the Iſrael in heaven, thro: 


Righteouſueſs; for their CG thereto; 


when it was fully diſcloſed, that thoſe; that 


- walked im the eps of that faith of Abra- 
ham which he had, being yet uncircum- 
eiſed, were heirs of the immortal life. ex- 


preſsly brought to light by the goſpel, and 
accounted for a ſeed; when many ſhould 


come from. the eaſt and from the weſt, and 
ſhould find the place, the land, the coun- 
try of their reſt, ſafety and happineſs, 3 
the Kingdom of heaven, with ä 


. and Jacob. | 


8x. Paul, ſpeaking of this, and the ſtate 
WY the Jews in his time, faith; ©* Have 
they not heard? Ves, verily, their 
ſound,” the ſound of them that preached 
the goſpel of the Kingdom of heaven, 
ce went into all the earth, and their words 

. unto 
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\ 


* unto the ends of the world; and FOVES 
from Moſes and from Eſaias, that this 
converſion of the Gentiles to the goſpel of 
te Kingdom of heaven was a means to the 
| Jews to know that the Kingdom of heaven 
was come, and an extraordinary call to in- 
cite them to enter therein; and it is con- 
trary to this, as well as to the whole tenor 5 
of the goſpel, to confound a call of the 
Jews from any fulneſs of the · Gentiles, 
Vith a reſtauration of them from captivity» 
to their country promuſed them in the for- 
mer a of 8 . 


9 
> 


05 WraT great kindneſs, mercy, favour, 
was continued on unto. them after the 
day of their ſtate was over, may be ſeen | 
from the manner in which our Lord en- be 
joined his apoſtles. to preach the goſpel of 
the Kingdom of heaven: but, when he 
1 laments the paſt unſucceſsfulneſs of their 
| ſeveral calls, he declares their deſolation or 
ruin as a nation to be laſting, till they 


| ſhould 
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|  tinued on fat the ſake of the elect. A Kate of | 


FI oftacy a fign given of the world's drawing 


near towards its 8. 4. Of the Man of Sin. 

4 From reflections on put great and extraor di. 

nuaary events to confider what prophecies of tie 
Neu Teſtament are fulfilled not preſumption. 

bat manifeſts a fate abgla. Sew 


\ 


i  refleftions an what hath come to paſs i in fu 


inſtances, that of the murder of a e n . 


4 and that 'of Os * ner. 


. : 0; 7 = Goa 


th, catholic | Churih of G cant; bop 5 i 4 1 
was gathered together into one viſible body or © 
eich bere on earth : not of the-world,. but Be. 
perſecuted by it. The pofitive and expreſs 
| inflitution of miniſters of the goſpel; a clear 

prof and demonfiration of epiſcopal prefidens 5 
e in the Church of Chriſi. This warld cn. 


R * 
＋ 


I EA on rkorgge „ 


1 8 the Father ail raiſed” our 
Lord: Jeſus Chriſt from the dead, 


and ſet him at his own right hand in 
1 the heavenly places, and having given 5 
« him to be head over all things in the 
«& Church; which is his body, the fulneſs 5 


53 ce of him which filleth all in all” 


| Oo Lord, after he had thus altwided 
up on high, and led captivity captive, gave 
gifts unto men, and gave ſome apoſtles, 
and ſome prophets, and ſome evangeliſts, 
and ſome paſtors, and teachers, for the 
perfecting the ſaints, for the work of the 
miniſtry, for the edifying that . body, his 


Church, of which he is the head; a build- 
ing fitly framed, and knit together, built 
on the foundation of the apoſtles and pro- 7 


Phets, Chriſt Jeſus himſelf being the chief 


corner- ſtone; a ſpiritual. ſociety collected 


together from the four quarters of the 
earth within a Uittle while after our Lord 8 
. „„ inn., 
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aſcenſion, and to ſubſiſt in the world, 

1 though not of the world, but hated, | 

* N FORE e and e Dyit. iu 

n . 5 * * zh 4 85 

N Church of Chriſt Weh pen 2 is. © 

. always hath been militant, in a great- 

| er. or leſs degree, n not only with perk cutions 
from without, but with. oppoſitions fron 
: within, from thoſe men who bring in their 

N damn able errors and hereſies, thereby either 
diſturbin g the peace, or e the 
nr of hn: Church. e 


by 1 35 


8 pron hath 7 leaſt fight of our 5 En. 
preſent ſtate, and of the oppoſitions the 8 
Church of Chriſt i is to meet with here on 45 

| earth, can imagine that the divine E bun- 

: der and Author of it, who hath appointed ; 
that it ſhould be viſible before men, and 
y that it ſhould laſt as long as the world ſhall 

endure, will ever leave it deſtitute. of his 
preſence. or will ſuffer the order. and ſub- | — 

| - ordination on which. it at firſt ſtood tobe = 

5 . „ cancelled ; 5 


"7 . * 
7 Way 
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Who can think this of the Church of Chriſt 


here on earth, but its moſt ignorant and | 
 - prejudiced enemies? Who can preach 1 up 
- doftrine manifeſtly tending to deſtroy its 
new and perfect laws and inſtitutions, and 5 
kx order and Ne, but its _ 5 


nn 


2 
* * 


e the zin ; Fa 44 
pe ot the Church of Chriſt, no man took 
the honour of his own accord, or from 


others, of being a miniſter of the Jewiſh 
Religion, but he that was called of God, 


as was Aaron : and St. Paul ſpeaks of the 
= inftituted evangelical miniſtration full as 
| poſitively as he doth ye nr miniſtration of 


th nd, A 1 Ph 
z . A TO 


vhs ladder made it 7 their 8 r, 
ttat, after their deceaſe, thoſe converted 

to the Faith ſhould always have the things 
| | Name wade remembrance, ” This Omer 
ln 1 FR 


4 A 


„ EssAT an PROP 
of Hina reg made: good by t 1 Fb 
or preachers of the goſpel inſtituted by 
them being charged to commit what ws 
 intruſted to them in like manner 49 hare, | 
in enn em. e wee one 


4 


* E $4. iy 5 e 


„ 


e ws: hs wendet 101 Char ch, 
: oe every member: equally. regarded by 
bim their head, never made the primitive 
Chriſtians break in upon that order and 
5 ſubordination appointed in his Church. 
The primitive Chriſtians were inclined f ra- | 
ther torender more obedience and. honour 120 


thoſe that were over. them i in the Lord, 


N 


than to deny them what was their due. . 
While they believed the communion „ 
ſaints or Chriſtians, they believed the ca- | 
tholic Church of Chriſt to be apoſtolic, 20 
the preachers or miniſters of the Chrit- 5 
ſtian Religion to be ſent, to be called, to 
| be ordained to that office, 1 in fair order and 
| ſubordinarion, according to the revealed 
will of God, the God of 11 and of order. 
"eg N HE 


1 


e moſt & efectally doth back the ſcripture, 
and interpret it in favour of this diſtine- 


« ſhould preſently conſpire i in the acknow- 


, ; general uſe 8 618 2} 


fi tion, ſcarce leſs than demonſtratin git 


. conſtituted by the apoſtles; ; for how 


« otherwiſe (fays he) is it imaginable that 
ec « all the Churches founded by the apoſtles 


4 1 in ſeveral moſt diſtant and disjoined pla- 
ces, at Jeruſalem, at Antioch, at Alex- 


" andria, at Epheſus, at Corinth, at Rome, | 


AY 8 


cc e and ule of it?” | And. 


745 


"In fach reſpedt v was the vener ts char- 
after of biſhops heretofore here, that when 
the corpſe. of a biſhop + of Lincoln” was 
brought down to Lincoln to be buried, 1 
king of England and a king o of Scotland 
* the pall. And, abs 
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in che eie eee a eee 4 2% 
ded, over other ordained elders, whether. 
| biſhops or preſbyters, and deacons, 229 | 


what'is revealed of the ſeven C 


Aſia in the book of Revelation, re ae 
ted by our Lord to ſuch a perſon preſiding 1 
In each e and not to een 3 


; Fg 'Y # +, 3 


| = Tux diſperſed 159 of 1 IGael of God F 


were gathered together from the four quar- 


ters of the earth, or the catholic Church 5 


of Chriſt was viſibly made one here on 


earth, and ſo ſubſiſted long before the king gs 


or pririces of this world became Chriſtians ;. | 


and princes becoming Chriſtians, - and re- 
ceiving the miniſters of the goſpel into 
; thoſe countries; ' of Which they were tle 
temporal heads or princes, could nat de. | 


ſtroy the unity of Chriſt's Catholie Church, 


nor convert * cy into preſbyterycaviay ö | 
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Acconntuo to the nabe of the 
of heaven, the New: Te. 
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1, 
continued on for the elect's ſake: 


when the ele& of God ſhall. come to be 
completely numbered, then will come that 


laſt day of this world's duration, when 
but Lord will come W 27 i judge the 
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the perfect and full revelation 
it appears that this world is 


aa firſt,” and fhat man of Gin. 
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- the Theſſalonians « not to 1 0 5 N 
not be deceived, as if it then was af 
-M hand, declaring” that that 7 d 
| X chere came 8. al 


'be re 


on, who or 
* poſeth 


.. Hg that he 2 005 pe : 4 
—n temple of God, ſhewing himſelf to ße 
„ God and fays, that © the myſtery out 

 «*jſquity did then work,“ and that herr 


, . men that oppoſed or prevented i it, and 3 | | 
hold be Tuch till the wicked mould bee. 


poled," and "puniſhed, at the „5 


= - a 1 
E 0 4 
7. 5 NN 
> # W 2 . * 
* HS 4 * 55 F x * Tf % % 
2 e #_- * 3 - 


855 br. Paul dil of the Man of Sin, a2 
s of Antichriſt : | and as „ 
e have been and are many antichriſts, 

ſo there have been and are many men of 1 


\ 


_ fin, Who, hi ſeated in the temple or . 


church of God, calling themſelves 

tians, not content with the due obedience © 
and reſpect paid them, would be idolized = + 
in their imagined ſtate ofexaltation. 1+ © 


81. Paul having given an 


E away from Cluiſtianity,” as a f 1 5 5 0 
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or token of the end of the world drawing 
7h, and it being revealed or mk ö 
in the b of Revelation, that, after the 
| Ae of the thouſand years, great 
iniquity ſhould prevail, anda ſtate of con- 
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teſt and hatred, and that then the du > atior 


of this world ſhould be but for a ſmall ſea- 5 
ſon, to reflect and to conſider, from great 
and public facts, whether the Chu rch of 


Chriſt is now reduced to ſuch a ſtate: here 


on earth, as betokens this prophecy of the 
Millennium come to paſs, is not an attempt 
any-wiſe preſumptuouſly to ſearch, to dive, 

to mine into the times, the ſeaſons, or the 


ſecret things, which belong unto God, 


but is, when done in humility, within 
te bounds preſoribed man's underſtanding, 

3 only paying a proper regard to things that 
are revealed, and which belong unto and 
concern men; it is no more than paying 
that acknowledgment of our Lord's pro- 
Pheries, which he requires; and they who 


4 
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will not; in all humility,” thus e pro- 8 
per of the New Teſtament to cheir be- 
_ nefit, will wreſt 1 to 0 their hurt. . 
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for -fold; nad: FW Oh Nn of : 
Chriſt here on earth to its completion or 

jumphant ftat! the greateſt thatare come 
kde are the propereſt objects of man's 
view, whoſe retroſpect! generally becomes 
very defective, as paſt facts become diſtant, 
unleſs very great and remarkable, anſwer- 
able to the laſt given ſign of the completion 
of the Church of Chriſt drawing near here 
1 on earth, is that of men's falling away 
from "Chriſtianity into endleſs ſtrifes and 

conteſts,” no common, no ordinary degree 
of falling away, nor no extraordinary _ | 
gree of apoſtacy 1 in any particular country, 
can be the ſign hereof; but there are no 
Srounds to think that the ſtate of Religion 
in other countries ĩs in the leaſt better than 
W hog ny , by any — our 
5 Entry - 


* 


A 


; vernment that Chriſt appointed in his 
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5 will manifeſt net i. theſe and fach- ile 


14 * 


of ſome of the new, perfect and 
laws of Jeſus C thoſe laws which he 


- nap to. oak Chriſian Religion ee 
; unopt the conſtituti- 
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Church either weakened or deſtr 
union; cen That Name which ſhould be 
A2 bond of union to them 
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f Ir is only a long | 1 
ripen a people for the one or the. _— 

_ theſe; and, unleſs it had been thus Wm 
+ _ this: nation, . 5 


the Firſt- could not have 
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; Lerved as the day of the Martyr mof King 
Charles the Firſt, accuſes him of making 


bold invaſions on our civil and religious rights, 


this muſt tend to make his audience in no 


degree, ſenſible of this horrid national ſin, 


for to do juſtice to the memoty of this 


Prince, he gloriouſly and happily in a truely 
Chriſtian manner cloſed the laſt ſcene of 


his life, a life which had fewer errors, 
faults, frailties and weakneſſes in it, than 
what men expoſed as they are to failings 


in paſſing thro! this life generally have; tho' 
owned it muſt be, that this prince, when 


-the current of thoſe iniquitous times run 
ſtrong againſt him, and the ſtorm beat 
hard upon him, fell into a want of reſolu- 


tion unworthy of, Ann ae eee a crow- 


7 tied; * this, that after Wen for a ſev 


ned ares "Sin," nee . 


- $ 5 4 $ rp . ? - Py. 
by \ - : 


Tus | heinociſhels of this 3 "IP ap- | 


i pears paſt all contradiction from the man- 


ner in which this good prince Was mar- | 


ke. . ” . 
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"I days b n teized with the taunts ind inſults | 
of a: iat court, which was conſtituted 


and managed by 4 few | corrupt | members 4 f 5 


the houſe of commons by means of their 

5 army, under no other pretended authority, 7 
than the pretended authority of the com- 
f 5 mons of England aſſembled in parliament, | 


: . and which court conſiſted of the moſt fac- 


tious and rebellious ſubjects, aſſuming and 
| making public ſhew and formality of law- 59 
ful authority to arraign and try their Sove- 
reign at the bar of their mock court, where 
he was ſentenced to die, as guilty of trea- 
fon, and other crimes exhibited- againſt 
him, as the charge of the commons off 
: England *, and this ſentence very ſoon 
| publicly and openly in the high ſtreet, be- 
| fore his is palace, nk in execution. 20 


5 * The . & A E's or nation male p< yd ; 
C collected body of people, conſtituted of different members | 


or parts, in ſome reſpects reſembling the conſtitution of 


_ the human body: the parliament repreſenting the body. of 
a che People and aiding the oY their head here on earth, 
| Pe 0 þ- 
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Never prince. had more gracious and 
Chriſtian virtues to counterbalante his er- 
rors and failings than Charles the Firſt, N 
and well may we, when we pray, that 
the guilt of this innocent blood may 
not be laid to the charge of the people 
« of this land, magnify the name of God 
1 for his abundant grace beſtowed upon 
our martyred ſovereign, by which he 
„was enabled ſo chearfully to to follow the 
2 ſteps of his bleſſed Maſter and Saviour, 
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* W n one bare of ths voſt 
tution of thus realm, and the commons part of this parlia- | 
ment. But, whatever mode or form of government pre- 
vails in any country, its liberty and happineſs can only 
| conliſt in being bleſſed with a Chriftianzlike adminiſtration | 
of its laws, regarding the welfare of the whole and it is 
the wildeſt and vaineſt dream that ever entered into the 
| head of an infidel to dream of fixing liberty and happineſs 
in a country from this or that mode of government prevail- 
ing in it; and ſuch infidels are alike doing good, whether 
: they dream about patriot Kings, or bawl about er | 
55 of the people, „ LY 5 
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- meanly. to have been a ſharer with them i in 
the booty: but he nobly refuſed thus to be 
their deputy, a nominal king, ſubſervient 
tos their vile purpoſes, and his life upon 
fach baſe conditions; and he did not die a 
martyr for the Church of England, though 
be had a 8. great love and regard for that 
Church, b according to this he died a 
martyr * the liberty of his people ; and 
the public ſhedding the blood of King 
Charles the Firſt is probably, from many 
x fad (circumſtances attending i it, and ill con- 
ſequences of it; the greateſt public inſtance 
of man's perverſe iniquity that God Al- 
mighty wall ever permit in the courſe of 
this world; but, bad as it was, ſeveral of 
te chiefs of che earth have endeavoured, 
: greatly to the increaſe of our miſery, to 


a wail themſelves,” from the diviſion And 


confuſion that this horrid. deed plunged 
this land into, and ſo have lent their coun- 
tenance, their aid, and helping hand to keep 
this nation under the fad ſtate this brought 
hem into. ; 8 No 
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No foreign nation is accuſed of having 


had a hand in ſetting it on foot, except the 


tried ſo to have done by their baſe practices 
with the Scotch; but, howeyer this may 
be, let not any Engliſhman pretend to ſay, 
chat, becauſe the perſons guilty of ſhedding = 
his ſacred and royal blood have been long 
ſince dead, and gone to anſwer for it, that 
. therefore we are not any-wiſe concerned 
with it; no Chriſtian can affect ſuch i igno- 
rance of God's will as this, in the appointed ; 
nature and courſe of this world, without 


French, who are accuſed hereof, or to have 


moſt wilfully and wickedly ſhutting his 


eyes againſt all: I 1 what is e 
unto us. an "6 


8 bleed Lord and 5 molt N 


clearly and expreſsly ſhews, that the peo- 5 


ple of any age of the world may ſo act as 
to partake of the guilty deeds of their fore 
fathers long ago perpetrated ; and that by 
all | hypocritical memorials thereof wen do 
o e but 
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bur condemn themſelves. The ore, it 
| when the royal family were called home 
from the ſtate of exile that they were drove 
Charles the Firſt ſhould prove the reverſe 
to him, and altogether unlike and mſt 
unwor Den a father, what. Robe: 


= ns though e 


* u ne not be mocked; and that 
beholding ungodlineſs and wrong, and 
taking an account of the ſincerity and in- 
ſincerity of national repentance, he ever 
dealeth with a people accordingly, though 
= mercy and with long: ſuffering; to lead 
them to repentance? God, by whom prin- 
ces reign, is a jealous C God, and the ſacred 
blood of kings 18 Precious in his tis ght: 
more facred, d, Pure, and innocent blood, | 
Was. never ſhed on earth publicly, by a any 
| people, than that of Charles the Firſt, that 
bloodſhed only excepted which takes Vr 
the fins of the vod. 2:4 
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che martyrdom of King Charles the Firſt, 
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Have made theſe few reflections on 


hall proceed to conſider how:it ſtands with = 
reſpect to marriage, reſerving the men- 
— other inſtances of a public diſregard 1 
Drs ee eee , 5 5 
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"abt is in itſelf an EO „ 
1 and ever greatly encouraged. and | 
promoted by: all good and honeſt men, in 1” 
thoſe perſons, whom true loye attracts = 
union in that indiſſoluble band of friend. | 
' ſhip; and perſons, ſo united, are not only FEY 
A bleſſing and happineſs to themſelves —: 
but to others too, for from ſuch proceed ” 
well educated: and orderly families, the 1 
R the happineſs and freedom of a | A 
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76 wS$4AY ON PROPH reis. 
in erage ke allows of, an holy 
Nate, an ordinance of God opp in 
1 man's innocency, and 1 V i 
by our bleſſed Lord and Saviour to its firſt 
and pureſt inſtitution, making a nearer re: 
lation between perſons ſo joined than that 
of father or mother, and is not to be made 
i; void, n for the cauſe of fornication. 
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tt would be a very Seer Apen 
to our holy Religion to imagine it any how 
defective i in a point ſo material and inte- 
reſting to man 8 happineſs as the ſtate of 
matrimony: and there is no difficulty in 
ſeeing from holy ſcripture all the ends for 
which God appointed it, and in what 
caſe this holy and religious vow: becomes 

null and void, and what liberty Chriſtians 
have of entering into this ſtate. And, was 
this liberty to be denied them, by conti- 
nuing on parental authority beyond its 
bounds, it cannot be otherwiſe expected, 


than that many * would, through 
T pride 
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beer o rneruretirs. =. 2 


St. Paul, and hold et 
the flower of their age, a 
thoxity, to burn than to marry, tempting 

them to render a ſtrong paſſion, that Al- | 

mighty God hath planted in the human 
breaſt for noble and great ends, nn at ; 
the "_ of TE been ilk 
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1 is no N given to ) Chriſti- 15 
ans, which they may not uſe with the 
greateſt propriety, decency, and charity; 


and thus this of marriage, in which men 


may ſtand to their right and liberty, and 
in ſuch a manner as not to break in upon 
any duty that they owe their parents: for- 
though 'honour, affection and love, remain | 
always due from men to their rents, yet | 
| that parental authority, which was foun- 
ded on want of judgment in our immature | 
years, expires when perſons are grown te 
mature nee of r and ming. 9 
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A ww their marrying. e ee 
n parties that are of allowed 


peꝛars of diſeretion, ſhould be made null 
. and void for any cauſe, that cauſ only ex- 


inter x ſubs Leruot laudem. " Hde ali Raturam, wy vires ner- 
voſque confirmari putant. | Intra annum vero xx kemins 
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ceprd, which is allowed of by the chri 


very uneſual alliances are made by marti- 


thus it will ſometimes come to paſs in a 
country that is free, the public: good that 
there may be in any ſuch match oftener 
ariſes is the en ae 1350 
: fich o man's.!: EF” Fe LEES. TIOOES 
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gr. Fal . in a. of hs 
1 * of the inſtitutions and laws of the. 
Jewiſh Religion, ſays, * that the law. was 
« added becauſe of tranſgreſſions, 


nee in eonaſernſion to the eres N 


* of . dee 8 and our 2 3 
ing in particular of the liberty ſuffered them 


in annulling and making void their marri- 
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ion. ee „ats adde be⸗ : 
and circumſtances, are generally by far the 
happieſt, and between unequals generally 
"ou unhappieſt to themſelves; but where 


age between rich and poor families, and 


* 
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= | , 0 
80 s A raeruseine. . 
ages, ſays, . this was ſaffered becauſe o 
the hardneſs of their hearts; but, ſpeak- 
ing of the inſtitution of marriage which 
he ordained, and of its revival to its a 
ſtate, ſays, for this cauſe ſhall a man | 
leave father and mother, and ſhall e 1 
« to his wife, and they twain ſhall be one F 
e fleſh; wherefore they are no more twain, - 
e but one fleſh; what therefore God hath 
joined together, let no man put aſun- 
e der:“ and that whoſoever ſhall put | 
away his wife, except-it- be for forni- 
« cation, and ſhall marry another, com- 
„ mitteth adultery; and whoſo marrieth. | 
her which is put away, doth commit 
* © adultery. According hereto, marriage, 


in the paſt ages of Chriſtianity, hath been 
held a divine and ſacred law of our Lord 


and divine and human laws are by no 
means to be put upon the ſame level, or 


confounded together; for human laws have 
often been found ſo to claſh with divine 4 
"vp that God hath threatened't Le 
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cih, beczuſe the ſtatutes of Omri, a ; King 
of Iſrael, one of the ſucceſſors of P 
' boam, were kept. es ek; 
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Wr men cannot poſitively obey: hu- 
man laws, they muſt learn, by their pa- 


tient or paſſive een to ſuffer for 
n ightcouſneſs. ſake. The holy apoſtles, 


pe * AP. * 5 8 1 


when they were e. by magiſtrates 


and rulers, to whom they owed duty and 
allegiance, , not to ſpeak at all, nor teach 


F 49 » 


in the name of Jeſus,” anſwered them, 


by bidding them: judge whether. it was ; 


oh right in the ſight; of God to hearken un- 
« to them, more chan unto God. And, 
at another time, when they were brought 
Ms the high · prieſt 
ced them, Did not we ſtraitlß 
5 « command, f you. ſhould not teach 

in this name ? 28 name 1 e n 
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. the Gordian engt, like Alexander, he 
would cut it at once, and annul ſuch, - 
<« marriages: and how that a a French 
King did proceed at laſt tarft puniſh with 
1 "the: 3 tw xty-five. Jears,: vient 
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; anbet from French xefugees, not abe 
been quite ſo forward about changing any 


of the W e Ware of this re- 
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French — wo ould. be apt to raiſe a 
| fuſpigion, that their anceſtors! loſt not their 
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in proportion as their wrĩtings axe i 
in, and as they claſh 7 errarn 
fi matrimony, as God at firſt inſtituted it 


and our bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
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12 Tus root of. this evil i is the Jaye of mo- 
vetouſ es, and under that the 

* of C toda love lying latent and ſmo- 
thered, breaks out into the burning flame 
of unlawful love; the ill effects following 
from this God hath made many, and of 
N che worlt conſequence, to deter men from 
ir; yet here, to allay and leſſen theſe evils, 
there. have been wrong means ſet « on foot 
: byt thoſe-who ſhould have better ſenſe, and 
who cannot want good. ſenſe but greatly 1 to 
the detriment of the e of 1 
wy Chriſtian Religion here. e 
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Tur ani of ſeveral e and pro- 
ſtitute women is indeed much to be lamen- 
ted, much to be pitied : but how can any 


155 public contribution for their eſtabliſhed re 


| hief and comfort be raiſed and ſet on foot, 
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Tax concluſion from God's having, in. 
his infinite "mercy and goodneſs, conti - 
nued on a life to man here, in reprieve of 
ediate death i is, that 1 


this life, and not to account for it; but 
that he will bring every work of man's life 


here into judgment, at the time appointed; 


the proſpect, therefore, of a man's happi- 


| neſs in a future ſtate cannot be greater than ; 
in proportion as he hath feared God, and 
: kept his commandments: what happineſs 

can ſinful and fallen man, entirely on his 


own 2 55 claim ir in a future ſtate as due 


tr, 47) 


ali Pre wi or r days, many « ex : 


1 and looked for A; happy redemption 5 
from the viüble ſtroke of death, and many. 


 dehired to; ger dhe mne of this expetted. 
redemption, now made manifeſt for. many 
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ages and generations: but the myſtery of 
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5 in heaven, through, che m dia ion of his 1 5 
only and eternal Son, was hid- from; born 
mer ages and generations: and the expreſs 
and füll bfifging tö light of thẽ ie and 
bs iffihortality granted to man in the kings? 
dom of Heaven; the glad tidit 188 57 the? 
988 pal was refer d to be the mielfage er: 
| , Him, wh eme down from eaven to faxe 
and redeem bene eee 20 „den dect 
"SE lo mobgacd ons 01 80 geld 2 getid: 
2 Wa 
that the ſting and ſtrength of: death death, and 
victo -of the grave are taken away 
and the ſhadow of death made to brigbten 
into an eternal day ye 1 2 15 in ee to! 
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men their actions good and bad, and what 0 
5 they have ſuffered in this life, bring any 
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eech den. here, in mie emp, 
a Where are the nobleſt monuments of the 
eus piety of their forefathers, ſhould be: || __ 
D Suddenly, aan Hy mow 8 degrees 
goſpel, r not deſirous 1 anger o ob fecing, 2 
8 9805 things belonging to the Kingdom « of hea- 
| ven, but tot  naturals in Religion: 
this 4 is ſtrange and not to be gecoumted Re 
: for by.:h | reaſon z/ but in fact it is 3 
5 true, or elſe how- could the Religion 1 
| a nature have been ſo 4 præached up, and 
1 | liſtened- to. For che ſuppoſttion, that 
S aptitude in n man for his future hap- 
7 5 pineſs was not deſtroyed by his fall, is to 1 
En: make God's ſending his {on itito the world, WO 
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47  E9SAV//ON- PROPH FOIES: | a 
we” Nees nor any of the extra- 
we” ordinary events lately paſt, nor any of thoſe. 
preſent, ſuch as/chronieal* diſeaſes being 
much more frequent than heretofore, and 
8 ſudden deaths being not ſo rare and un- 
common, none of theſe things ought to 
Wen men ſo much as the avowed apaſta- oo 
| ey from the Faith in Chriſt Jeſas that pre- 
. b ils prog here *. * "0" "this ſtate of 


Pet en NBER et an i e ent 


N cee e rid age, 


= 


chey beljeve k to 15 the reproach of u a country}? that 3 it | 
| bs that, that \proittites the power thereof to the ambitious; 
that it 10 hat, that drains a country of its riches, henlth, 


and frength.; they would) be, delivered and preſerved from 
the baneful a and Poiſonous, eſſects and conſequences c of the 1 ir- 
religious policy, from the quack! remedies for a fick and dis- 
| jointed ſtate, and the 2 patriotiſm of a Bolingbroke, and 
che boat that he made in his Reſſections on Exile, how.he 
would not proſtitute Ferre a; country. to the am- 

“ bition of others, under the pretence of ſecuring her from | 
: 1 imaginary dangers, nor drain her riches into the pockets | 
of the meaneſt and vileſt of her citizens, under the pre- 


. tence of paying her debts,” would be laughed at and deſ- Le, 


Ir” his W would be abhorred and dete ſted, his i 
„ 5 works | 
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| apoſtacy be reflected on with any due con- 


ſideration, can it be imagined to be much 
e to fulfu the: e e. of. 
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| No men n ar become ſo given up to the 
cares and pleaſures of this world, and loſt 
to all: ſenſe. of the ſpiritual Kingdom of Jer 
\ ſus Chriſt, that they are as averſe to have 
ny king but 4 Cchfar, * temporal king, as 
e Jews were at the latter of the former 
days, and ar 5 e reſtleſs. and dillatisfſed with 
every king: for they wha will not render 
_ unto God the things” that are God's, Will 
not render unto Calat the things that ate 


94 ** 
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Cœſars; they who d0 not believe 1 in Ge od's 


word, and fear God, will never faithfully 
render due honour to er ee 
1 OE 4 6 Kanz . 3 Ts, ane : ; Y : a | Fog Bu 4 * 11 2 
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150 #5 defeription of the ſtate of apoſtacy, 5 
or falling away from the Cbriſtian Faith, 
may be held to be a falſe repicſentation of 
its ſtate, or one extremely exaggerated in 
order to make it coincide or ſquare witz 
| what is advanced in this eſſay. - But does . 
chat accaunt make it les, Which a late moſt 
worthy and faithful prelatr, taking the 
opportunity of the late earthquakes, tre- 
mind the inhabitants of the capital gf: this 
Kingdom of their duty on that | occaſion, 
gives of it ; A prelate, whoſe: mind evi- 
dently appear full of zcal for the Faith i in WT 
| JeſisCheiſt/and of quick ad painful fenſe 
of, and deep concern for the growth of in- 1 
fidelity, which hie ſaw prevailing here; 
and the love which he had for his country, 8 
made kim mention i. it with great reluftance. 5 
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hae ſome excuſe, and ſome hope that 
"God would wink at their ignorar | 
« but they have had the light; 3 
5 „ därkneſs. The goſpel of Chriſt. in 
e hich all the goodneſs ant mercy of 
«God are diſplayedꝭ through tlie redemp- = 
18 tion purchaſed by the blood of Chriſt, 
in which the aid and omfort of the 
Holy Spirit of God is offered to all ho | 
5 „ diligently freb it, in vhich the hopes and . 
r ears of eternity are diſplayed to guard us 
. mere Seeber amt Þ}F 
eee Anden arenen, 
ory upon: the mecakneſh of men n => 
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How has. the, preſs for many 5 
« {warmed with books,” ſome to di pute. 
e ſome to ridicule, the great truths of 1 


, Religion, both natural and revealed =: 


He ſays. * 8 there. is ug need to. mention 2 
«1 ar caſes, the thing is notorious; 
| | «c © and 


by 


* 
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books wers {o ſought after, the pleaſure „ 


. our plantations. in America, to which „ | | £ 
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8 and wiſhes the guilt in this inf 

©.was/confited to the authors only, and 1 0N 
« ie elſe was anſwerable for it 8 6 
e but the carneſtneſs with Which theſe 


* 


< and approbation with; which they 
«<- received, are too ſtrong indications. of, | | 
+ the general taſte to be diſembled ; and „ 1 
the in iduftry uſed to diſperſe theſe books | ir 
Ky at home and abroad, and eſpecially to 
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Sas 


n : 8111 


« great numbers, and at. great .expence, | 
e, have: been conveyed, are proofs of kick LY 
% malice" againſt the goſpel;" and the holy 
5 Author of it, as would not be botne 


seven in a Mahometan country; and, 
he ſays, in this branch of trade, London 
„ beats all the world,” aud is deco me eren 
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. ſcholar, to whoſe conceit the power 
and wiſdom of God ie? man's —_— 
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ps fooliſhneſs, ſhould any 16tiger: be : a * 
diſguiſed and ſecret, or the only e of | 
the Chriſtian Faith 3 but open and laſphe-" 
| mous attacks againſt Chriſtianity inuſt be 
expecte frequently to be met with from | 
the: groſſeſt and boldeſt sbabes , > 
well as from: the etafty and ſubtleee : 


1 » $4.5. 
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No] 7 œ e preſumptive, on thais)' 
5 mne ac on- fare bardeged and 
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1 | Fin 
1 2 Fees of hg! fort ul üg phy bo! met 


in ſome of the papers of thoſe Weck ly and motithly-re- 
fr GO and (craps of learning; and theſe in- 
ſtances diſguiſed, to deceive the fight, {and cooked-up. to luis 5 
the tile of oy meaneſt of their . 3 All 8 4 gart, 
and Side abuſers of the) liberty o of the ebe are 12 ene- 
mics to the bappigeſs bf their country : it is only a fair and | 
open uſe of the preſs with the names ee nat thay vrite and 
* publiſh, that is the general. means of doing good by theſe © 
publications ; - ſuch too 1s the nature of Religion, that, what- -; 
ever is the eſtabliſhed Religion of a any country, it will not 
5 by ſuffered to be treated. publicly i in a light and crifling 
manner, moch les dect un ſcorn, but where the” | 
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bola, while the faithful, | heedfully regard- | 
ing the word of God, will grow more 


1 ca reful of their ways, ther cby 7 4 ia 


fair enample of, their Chriſtian life ine 
 folthgnore brightly before men, as of thoſe, 

ho faithfully believe that the light of the 
3 of the Kingdom of heayen will not 
go out ingloriquſly, a as infidels ; imagine, or 
that any triumph or victory can poſſibly 
fall to the ſhare of infidelity, in bearing 

down that bleſſed part of Chriſt's, King- 
dom here on earth, his Church: for there 
is no foundation in the leaſt to think thus 
from what is revealed in holy ſeripture of 
its laſt and lateſt ſtate here on ear th; for 
compaſſing about of any city, or draitiy | 
beſieging it, doth not im ply a victory. over 
it, neither doth. the prophetic queſtion, of 
our Lord ach F aith in Him at bis 


LOT 8% 


h heilt ia an. Faith, as Ne much pod 


 waveringneſs, and greater gorru ption t there- 
71 . „„ in, 
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1 


— — 


his innocent blood; a 


5 


f 4 
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in, than ordinary among men; inhere 5 
it only prophetic of this, but a ſevere re- 
Proof of the wretched ignorance and baſs 


in gratitude of man; and any apprehenſion 1 


of the fulneſs of time of this prophetic | 
queſtion drawing near, ſhould rouſe oy 


Chriſtians, and animate them to ok bad 
theif Aon by and FR" tor rice 


V+: 4 * #1, '+ 


Gen bleſſed: Lord, how: his heaven I 
doctrine was about to meet with tlie how: 
geſt oppoſition from this world, foretelling 
this to his diſciples; bid them be of good 


cheer, declaring to them that he had over- 
come the world; and, at another time, he 


told the chief of his enemies, the chief 
priefts and elders, or rulers of the Jews of 5 
thoſe times, when pres were about to ſhed 

med with the aütho- 


ä rity and ſword of the Romans, that * the 
1 powers of darkneſs have Var their Beat 
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I᷑ is impoſſible that offences b 
i come in this world it is e eee | Y 
_ good men to ſee them without concern, or. 
= neee anden. to oppoſe. them, 
they are a denial of our Lord and Saviour 
— Jeſus Chriſt, and many are ſeen to follow 
. this, and the way of truth to be moſt ſean | 
dalouſiy evil-ſpoken of, and not thoſe 
means, which our Lord and his apoſtles 
commanded, tried, in order to . 8 
8 wo or 1 hereto. 
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Tun haiti 4 vera W 4. 

1 pious miniſters of the goſpel 1 FE Hed 
F the writings of apoſtates and infidels, and „ 
give anſwers thereto, and probably their 
N _ anſwers may have reached the cloſets of 
dome few infidels, and from thence their | 
hearts; but now infidels are grown. too 

numerous, and their writings too volu- 
| minous, to have ſuch notice taken ot of them. 
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Now n public good, but probably only | 
eat loſs of time, and waſte of learning to 
no purpoſe, or to ſome bad purpoſe, can 
ariſe from enn to give particular 
nſwers to their numerous writings. by en- 
tering into diſpute and conteſt with them. 
St. Paul's charge to Chriſtians is “ in no- 
«' thing to be terrifled by their adverſaries, 


: of but to ſtand faſt in one ſpirit, and with 
one mind, 29 a together for the Faith | 
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Tus way PERS us is acks only: way 
- that we can poſſibly do good to ourſelves | 
and the cauſe of our Religion: a carriage 
towards infidels, when it 18 fortified with 
the directions given in the goſpel, will ever 


prove an evident token to them of the per- 


dition of their ways, and be the moſt Pro- 
bable means of bringing ſome of them over 
to the falvation of the goſpel; beſides, when 
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every unwiſe and im- 
1 er to vindicate the nuths ef 
our holy Religion, as that which will prove 


adverſaries, to -be. further. werten en n 


th to be ready always te to give * to 
<< every man that aſketh a reaſon of th f 
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Harp theſe directions andcommands be bes 
obſerved, many of thoſe diſputes and con- 
reſts, which have been had and carried on 
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bases as well as much of that diſ- 
dourſe which men are wont e have with 


directs us to gi&ꝰe an anſwer to, not being 
anyzuiſe any object" of hope, and which 
hey are ever apt to urge too in a very im- 
proper manner; under falſe or feigned co- 
lours, as well as at unſeaſonable times, 
ſhewing thereby, that they ſeek not any 
| Neaditieſs or fettledneſs in principles” of 
truth, but ſome vent in ain and "endleſs 
conteſts, diſputes, and Wranglings, for 

what iyflciting on their brain. and which 
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with any caſe; and they ſeek for Peep 
conformable to their practices, and, what 


| tranſient ſtrength they find, they find from | 
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and in their public and violent practices 
in reſiſting the truth, it is probable there 
will be an analogy or conformity between 
corrupt Jews at the end of the former 
days, and between corrupt Chriſtians at 
the end of theſe ; but far more worthy 


1 ſevere puniſhment muſt corrupt and 
hardened Chriſtians be at the end of theſe 


days, than ſuch Jews were at the end beg 
| the former days. e 


80 like: fo good, wid gracious is ; God, | 
in revealing his will, that it is ſeen in the 
written word thereof, that in order that 
he who ſuffereth, as a Chriſtian in well- 
doing, ſhould not think ſtrange W 5 
ing any fiery trial that may happen to 
him, nor be diſheartened, dejected, or 
; aſhamed, at the ill-treatment-or-reproa 
be meets with from this world for the 

name of Chriſt, it hath pleaſed God moſt 


L oem and kindly to diſcover! to man 
"We = 1 * 


2 1 


rs o * orks C128. - 129 


f die; of the method of his provi- 
dence in conducting on through this world 
his Church to its complete triumphant ſtate 


in heaven, making it known that it his | 
will. thay; at ſome times here on earth, 


affliction and jud gment ſhould begin firſt 


at his Church: and how that times ſhould 


come when men would not endure ſou nd | 


doctrine, nor receive nor hear the ap- 


pointed miniſters of the goſpel, but — 


* I: 
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4 ; 
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to themſelves teachers, creatures. of their. 


own will, fit inſtruments to pleaſe itching 


Pq 


50 b 83 fad. ow 1 | 
| Qhriftianity. ever was, Or can be. reduced 
to, is the leaſt argument againſt it; for 
deen its ſtate, to the lateſt inſult it ſhall 
meet with from the world, is revealed i in 
8 8 of the New Tefhament, e and | 
dateien to convince, chat God will moſt | 
ee — the truth of his revealed | 

will 
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y Now, i | in "theſe denn times, * men 
- will give credit to the writings of ſome, 0 
eminent for their high ſtation in "The 
Church here, for their ſound and great 6 

a learning, and for the: e- e of their | 5 

- Hives, as they will do, unleſs they think | 
: God hath quite karten the Church of © | 

| this land; then we of this nation, where 

the light of the Goſpel hath ſo eminently 

ſhone forth, are now! under more ſtrict 

obligation than ordinary to be watchful 

and take heed, that we be not the parti- 

zans of Gog or Magog, that we no ways 

join in oppreſſing and perſecuting, or be- 

fieging the true members of the Church 

of Chriſt, the beloved city of” God, büt 

that we hold the Faith with them in tie 

unity of ſpirit” and the bond of Peace, 

thewing | our Chriftian brethren, © from 

whoſe © errors. we e are "reformed, how much 
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: — upright than they we ſtand in the 


| Faith of the bleſſed. Jeſus Chriſt, by our 
juſt and 1 works done before men, 4 8 
as he hath commanded, in truth, humi- 
lity, charity, and peace” thus being true 7 
members of che one catholie Church of 
Chriſt; ſince it is fo expreſsly revealed, 
that there is one body, one ſpirit, one 
* Lord, one Faith, one baptiſm, one God 
. and Father: thus Preſs towards the 
nark for the prize of the high calling of 
5 God in Jeſus Chriſt, as thoſe to whbm 


it is revealed that when the ele& are com- 
pleted i in their number this miſerable world 


Will be brought on to its appointed end, 
and we are not to be ſeeking after, nor | 
blind to the foretold figns of its drawing 
near ; when our Saviour gave his apoſtles 
notice of the near- - approach of the end of 
the Jewiſh ſtate, he declared what -uſe 
wiſe and good men would make of all fach 
notice given. » 2 
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Chriſt eu judge the world, Chrift the gfpecial 


Saviour of thoſe that believe, this requires 


us to be zealous, and to avoid the inordinate 


'-intig-hack gene uthr ave eee 


of this world.” The trut an the bag 
HE Grare of Humility is a tiſpoſition 


4 


: EE. as, mind not only neceſſary f for rea- 
5 ding to any good effect any part of the 
book of Revelation; but whatever! is writ- ; 
| den Uſewhere i in holy ſcripture ; j and ex-. 


= 


+, Henry the VIIIb. OF ide coming of 


love of the world. Tbe apoſtolic age a very 
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e as the prophecies e W e 5 ; 
written in the book of Revelation, the | 
humble man, confining his view: within | 
due bounds of the knowledge given him, 
will be bleſſed i in reading the words of this 
phecy, and keeping thoſe things, that 
are written PO” and —_— work ag 


* 
- 
my 


"ae FOO to Fee ben 's a Sen 1 
_ of the holy ſcriptures having been | 
— of this-country, = 
and that much to their deſtruction, ſeems 


to have been that which ſhould have been 1 1 


for their welfare and happineſs, their hav- 
ing the holy ſcriptures tranſlated into their 
native tongue, for now they are for hear- 15 


ing without the appointed preachers, or 
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miniſters of the goſpel, contrary to the 


general rule laid down in holy ſeriptures. I ik 


A tranſlation affordeth light to the igno- 
rant, but a __ TR there 1 is no other 
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advantage abſcure; and eaſily to be ere 
| — . ſeen - 


| eie Ang bee Arlt 
dhe will of: God in mund xedom tion 
and ſalvation; not: the word of man, nor 
to be treated as ſuch; but to be regarded 
as the word of God Almighty, infinitely 
wiſe and knowing: and all the - wiſdom 
and knowledge that; we can obtain herein, 
cannot be obtained but by aſſiduous folli., , 
citation in the means he hath. appointed, 
and by making a due uſe of what is given; 
it would be as far beneath the wiſdom of 
God, to ſatisfy the c uriofity; of the cap- 
 tioully inquiſitiye, in the revelation: of 
his will, as it would be to gratify the ca- 
vetous in their deſires, or the vain and 
amdbitious in their views, by the. direction 
of his good and all- diſpoſing providence. 
1 which i is ever found. W the o- 
- hs | vetous 
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veætous and the vain. Revelation; being 0 
founded on the truth of God the Fathers 
l on and 
 falvation of man, from the continuance; of 
he being of man, is like the pillar of the 
dloud which God placed between the camp 
of the Egyptians and the camp of Iſrael, 
darkneſs to ſome, and light to others; and 


eternal purpoſe, for the redes 


none have eyes, and cannot fee the light 


of holy ſcriptures, nor ears, and cannot 
hear the truth thereof, but they Who ought 5 


25 to have ſuch eyes and ſuch ears; from 


mighty God, in whoſe fight every crea- 


ture is manifeſt, and all things naked and 5 
| open unto his eyes: and as in the courſe 


and continuance of the material world, 


there is nothing but anſwers the purpoſe i 


of being permitted to exiſt; ſo in the moral | 
world, no man, whether good or bad, 


liveth or dieth to himſelf; and when God, 
the judge of all, ſhall finally diſplay his 
Juſtice, and reveal his righteous judgment, 


at 


hom the goſpel is hid, it is hid by Al-. 
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nx dil then be juftificd in al the fayings'of - - 
his revealed will, for the redemption and 
ſalvation of matt, as well 28 in all his ap- 


pointtments for the cot 


rſe of the continu- 
anee of this world: the en of all things is a 


at hand e, things are in their appointed : 


courſe until alt thall be gloriouſly cloſed.” 


© Paopostno that 1 ſhall be 1 fad 
an the reign of ſaints, or Chriſtians for a 


thouſand. years, , ſignified. unto. St. John, | 
| ſhall- be promotive of that love of man, 


and of that humility, which our pure Re- 


gion requires from us, founded on that 
fear and love of God which keeps us un- 


ſpotted from the world, and that it ſhall 
be within the apprehenſion of a man but 
of common and of ordinary underſtanding, 55 


bringing home to men's boſoms that 
: which concerns chem in the one thing ne- 


ne, to nen e 


* 
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. * bel 5 7 
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* 7 it. k 
ſome- 
8 ? 


e at kalt ſuch 1 — 5 
3 theſe parts, that they wanted 
not cant and bypoerify to conceal their 
tyranny, but made an open ſhew thereof; 


and what opened and paved the way for the 
reformation hereof, was kheir intolerable 


and 


e ee we grove: (hah 
cCious of the precarious footing, the ſandy 
foundation, on which uſurpation and ty- 


Deb 
n pang" 
Oe — ä —-— 
3 r * 
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ranny ſtand, ever wanting ſupport and 


aid; and moſt when at its height; one of 


them, when the helliſn and Hildebrandine 


pride and tyranny of popes had got to its 


higheſt pitch, took to its defence and aid 


| herein; a prince who had remarkably ſhewed 
5 | Te - bs himſelf | 


138 res ar ON, PROPHBCIPS, 
himſelf forward | to defend the , uſurped. 
power of popes, but who was ordained to. | 

| puta period tothe power they uſurp ped over | 


pc that, me other ends, ſeen right i in the 
whole in the ſight of God, ccordin to the | 
time of his appointed courſe and the end of 1 
the world, '< who worketh all things after 
« the counſel of his own will,” and and uſeth | 
ſuch inſtruments for this purpoſe, as are 
ſeen fit in his ſight, however unlikely i * 
the ſight of men. Thus the arbitrarineſs, 7 
the pride and uſurpation of Popes, Which 
proceeded from, and was founded on, wrel- . 
ting the words of our bleſſed Saviour 
when he told St. Peter, on his acknowledg- | 
ing our Lord to be Chrif the Son of the living | 
| God; that he was bleſſed in having this 
Faith revealed unto him, and hereon named 
him Perer declaring, that on tbis nacb, the - 1 
, Faith: en St. Peter, he would. build his 

e 
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5 ch e, and that the gates of hell, or the 
grave zould not prevail againſt it, and ac- 
died St. Peter at the ſame time how 
ly inſtrumental he would make him 
in / propagating the Goſpel of the Kingdom 
of EE 3 it is the wreſting what our Sa- 
ur ſaid to St. Peter beyond all due mea- 
owt that induced Popes in proceſs 'of 
time to ſubſtitute themſelves Ch riſt's vice- 
. gerenits here on earth, and in their beim 
pride and arrogance to tyrannize over man- 
kind, and herein King Henry the VIIIch 
defended Pope Leo the Xth by His acute 
and ſharp writing in defence of Popery,” - 
and by his ſharper ſword, while the Pope” 
Was to his purpoſe, and ſubſervient to his 
Will, and undoubtedly the abominable 


© pride and arrogance in King Henry the 


** 


VIIIth, and Pope Leo the Xth, were great- 


"pt inſtrument al in brin gin 5 about 4 'refor- 
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 a-tyrant and pope to this nation, as this 


1 x$5Av.00 [PROPHBCIZGS, | 5 
mation in Religion, though the handene! 

heart of this Pharoah King Henry the 
VUlch, was not in the leaſt reformed; as 
his deeds render viſible; for he was as cruel 


nation ever met with, and deſerves: no 
better a character than what Sir, Walter 
Raleigh gives of him *, faying that 75 if 
all the pictures and patterns of a merci». 
jeſs prince were loſt, they might all 
again be painted to the life out of the 


. ſtory of this king, this defender of 


popery by his ſcandalous divorce of his 

| Queens, and other cruel, and tyrannical 
_ wanſadtions, ſnewed his unchriſtian diſ- 
peoſition, and there were as arbitrary and 
unreaſonable acts of Parliament paſſed in 
this king's reign, as ever were by a Parli- 
ament overawed by his tyranny to an obſe- 
quious compliance to his unreaſonable and 

5 eryel "nr king Oy” the n high 
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Sested in the Chureh, but inſenſtble of all 


- Obligation to God and Man, aſſumed am 


* 


transferred Popery to himſelf, when it was 
n to its moſt enormous and. curſed 


ſize. What is here nnen Prince 
being inftrumental in the reformation doch 
not in the m. ae Frei, or _— | 
—— but An the miſery 
and miquity prevailing at that time, evenx 
A who values His happineb and ſalvati- 
who give into this beneful and de- 
n maxim, let us de evil that 


Joo reg . The power and wif⸗ 
dom of God in his ways and deſigus far 
trpals the et thoughts of men; 
bur we know, chrat phyſicians in order to 
ſome diſeaſes uſe with ſucceſs a 
on of poiſon, therefore 
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| good to: omg from ill. King H 
| \Eighth's transferring the arbitrarin 


oy ood) towards bringing about a, reforma- 


tion in Religion: at the time of the refor- = 
mation the iniquity of popery was come to 


ſuch a paſs, and the violent means then ſet 
on foot in oppoſition to the pape's tyranny 


50 and arbitrarineſs ſo glaringly wrong, that 
from reflection hereon it n to Shin 


that in proceſs of time, reform 
gion would have been carried. on to. A 
greater degree of perfection than it hath 
been: but the world hath always bated the 
mindad haue beep not for changing of 


meaſures from wrong to right, but, for <p 


as a6 h and ee of nen, for their 


-baild | 1 — 


ever in the end «4 
the 
of the pope. to himſelf, phe | 
terial point (as the times then 


l and worldly 
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kirelings with tbmuke the thiquity 
of their times current, by a proſtitution of 
their knowledge and learning g. and whoſe | 
conſtant endeavour ſo to do hath been, 


cdeither to heighten beyond truth, or elſe to 
blacken what . and e did — 


: | 


9 


| inten; ova their: bum, Aa | 
from: ignorance, or exceſs, or weak reſine- 


ments, or from abuſe; ; a way of reaſoning 
that ſhould be well attended unto, and re- 
 gandedfor admonition, by thoſe to whom 
the ends of the world are come, in order to 
amend from paſt errors; and the conſides 
rate and ſerious CHiriſtian, ' reflecting on 


Shat hath come to paſs in reſpect hereof, 


by the light of revelation, ſees enough to 
make him adore the almighty power and 
unſearchable wiſdom of God, in ditecting 


| the courſe of this world for a ſtate of trial 


; 5 25 Nee 


to man, and ſhould learn! a how 
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ry it is for him, with care and can- 
tion, to keep himſelf unſpotted from the 


world, ſeeing how God is righteous,” and 
owning all his ways are at all times juſti- 
fiable in wiſdom, goodneſs, mercy, and in 


demption of man, and the final 
of all things, and whodies in hisfinful un. 
belief, will- know hereafter, -when that 
which is perfect is come, what it is to fall 
into the hands of an offended God, and 
what the ſecond death is, and in the inte- 
outer darkneſs: in denying u Sem thi 
men may bring rherffſMives to fay with the 


. 


atheiſtical Sadduces, that “ there is no 
reſurrection, neither angel nor ſpirit :- 


_ DOE can ever 1 himſelf to he. 
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one of the great and * ends con- 


1 e ſequent 


"iy oh ſcripture. it is | revealed, "that 
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F 


5 ſequent. from our bleſſed Lord's laying 
aſide the glory he had, and coming at a 

c certain fitneſs and fulneſs of time, in re- 
ö ſpect both to Jews. and Gentiles, down 


from heaven, here on earth, in our frail 


fleſh, is the judgment of this. world, by 


him, who. hath all power in heaven 


_ * and. in earth for bringing it on to its 

final. judgment, and coming again to 
Z judge. both the quick and the dead, will 
put. an end thereto at a time. when the | 


number of the elect ſhall be completed, 


the times of the Gentiles, and the ini- 
. quity of the world fulfilled ; a judge, of 
whoſe lorious coming at ſuch fulneſs | 
of time, to put an end to this world, 
if there 48. no poſſibility of delay, for con- 
8 tinuance hereof would be a continuance 


of this world, when an hell, if Faith was 


no where to be found here on earth, that 
Faith, of which, from the foundation "= 


42 * 


. this world, or the continuance of the 


; bang. of man . redem * from 
5 his 
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4 his fall, until the Author and finiſher "of Is 
our Faith fully and expreſsly revealed it. 
there, was an obſcure. and faint degree; 
for, althou gh Chriſtianity! cannot be faid 5 
: to be as old as the creation, yet it it cer- ; - 


tainly | hath ' ſabſiſted ever ſince the conti- 


fall; for all men, Whether Jews or Gen- 


| tiles, who! lived before the coming of | 


Chriſt here on earth, and ſhall be ad- 


| mitted to drink of the ſpring of "that itm- 
mortal life in the Kingdom. of headben, to 
15 which we are, in ſpecial manner, "called 


and elected, can only drink thereof, but, 


2 flowing from that rock which fol- 


« lowed them, and that rock is Ch 


and ſuch date of Chriſtianity is perfectly z 
| confiſtent with the newneſs of our Lord's * 


1 ſis, 7 


Teſtament, for that! is new to man, which 


is newly diſcovered, | or revealed to him; A 
neither doth this make void the Old Teſ- | 
5 tament in any one purpoſe it was deſigned 8 


2 for ; the * under which * 
not 


* 4 


5 nuance of the being of man after his 
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not unto themſelves, but unto us, to whom 
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the ends of the world are come ; ends kept 


ſecret, or not fully revealed, until after the 


coming of Chriſt our Redeemer; and he 
who hath the leaſt knowledge hereof, hath 
greater advantage than; thoſe who lived 
before the publication of the goſpel of the . 


Kingdom of heaven; this very great advan- 
tage ſhould teach us to be diligent, to make 


our calling and election ſure, and not to 
loſe. our time and ourſelves by judging 
1 thoſe. who are without the goſpel ; all that 
0 we know of the general extenſiveneſs of 4 
our Lord s mediation. is, that all that a are | 
faved are faved through his mediation; „ | 
and what we are, commanded in relation 
= hereto, is to be earneſt ; in. our contention 5 
5 for the F aith, as he is eſpecially the Savi- 1 
our. of thoſe that believe; 5 but when men 
in their earneſt contentions for the Faith. | 
expoſe. themſelves to greater, dangers and 
| eng, man what, are needful. and re- 


quired | 
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ber A erregt 
eck of chem ſack contention hath no 
dom of ſetpetts, or 

.the ie of RT hat ic re nred - 


chat he buſies not himſelf bey 
but that he faithfufty and openly . 
men acts his part in life in a manner _ | 


ſiſtent with his Chriſtian 0 profeſioi.” Lam 
| 43.86 PY 727%" R l l . ; 
W. a are by the holy ſcriptures folbiaden | 
inordinate love of the things of this. world, 


and cautioned againſt an unguarded and 


falſe friendſhi p with men; inordinate love | 
of the world brings men to hate all that is 
good and virtuous ; hence men hated both 


3 our Lord and his apoſtles ; and he ac- 


quainted them that, as his ſervants; they 


8 could not expect to be greater than he. 


nor to meet with better treatment from the 
world, for the good they ſhould do, than 
what he had done; and he encouraged 


hem to. bear up againſt the oppoſitivin 
and 


Ls % 


* . | 3 4 
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and afflictions they ſhould meet with, 

upon the nobleſt motives ; and told them, 
that he would giye them frrength and cou- 

| rage to overcome thefe oppoſitions, great as 
they were; and wiſdom, that all their ad- 

' verfaries ſhould not be able to gainfay or 
_ reſiſt; and comfort and happineſs, . that 


no perſecutions could deprive them of; and 
after the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt on 


- them, they ſaw how his Kingdom was 
not of, but above the world. True it is, 
though atheiſtical perſons, in their willing 


and affected ignorance, affirm all things to 
be the ſame, that this was a very extraor- 


dnary time in the world, that due and full 


time, according to God's determinate « coun- 
ſel, for bringing about the redemption of 
man: and other men muſt not expect equal 


a 2 and comfort with that given to 


the apoſtles and primitive Chriſtians, as 


| they have not equal difficulties and oppoſi- 


tions to furmount ; yet. all that will live 


9 


godly, in. Chriſt, Jeſus, muſt | 
only in ordinary, bi | 

h ſuch difficulties and oppolitions i in the nar-, 
ro way that leadeth. unto. life, as require 54 
| great conſtancy, in ſes 
ſtrength to enable them to go through dif- 
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ut in the beſt of times, ; 


king for c comfort and N 


ficulties and temptations, and enter into 
life; ; and there is not a more ready way 


A to. ſet great deceit, foot,. and to fix and 


harden men in their fag, than by flattering 


the times, in which we live, and by re- 
preſenting, the powers of the adverſaries, 

5 which we renounced at our baptiſm as be- | 
ing but of Little, force, not requiring the 
patience, the prudence, the humility, the 


ſobriety, watchfulneſs and faithfulneſs en- 


Joined us by the Holy Scriptures, for three 
a every period of this world's duration ſuffi-⸗ 3 
: cient wito the day of life i 4s theevil thereof * 
5 therefore thoſe, who. are in. the happieſt | 
| circumſtances, and who live i in the happieſt: 
1 times as to the country in which they 


F "M0 


|  þ 
| 1 τ 0 * rnorkrelzs. 3 | 
1 dwell, are cautioned to take heed eſt "0 


«Mali is a was firſt Eee to 
alt the world, and the elect gathered to= 
| gether by thoſe meſſengers. of God, the 
2 apoſtles and prophets, or firſt inſpired 
- preachers thereof, various have been the 
times of its reception; in general, the 
5 princes of this world have been more or 
Teſs for eſtabliſhing profeſſions of the 
Chriſtian Faith, as they have appeared to 
them to be more or leſs agreeable to their 
worldly intereſt; and this has made them 
to defend with Violence *, N to the 


4 nn NY of; and due tegund for, al pro- 
feffion of Chriſtianity ſhewn in defending its miniſters, from 
"the ſcandalous, and open attempts of their adverſaries to in- | 
terrupt chem in their appointed nit 0s of the goſpel, 8 
is the true and only means by which the Chriſtian Religion 
can be defended by princes, from whom it did not come, 
but to whom it came by their hearing and receiving the 
| preachers thereof: and a due regard will be had to this truth, 
5 whenever any reformation in a national Church is defi igned ; ; 
or any regard had for it but when its deformation and ruin 


al, then dre. 
Q _'. - 
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moſt expreſs will of the Almighty Foun- 
der, ſuch particular Profeſſions thereof, 
as they apprehended were coincident with 
ſuch their intereſt ; and as. our Lord de- 7 
clared himſelf a King, for the ſake of his 8 
5 Church, above all principalities and powers, 5 


and that he had overcome the world, and 


that whoſoever ſhould ſuffer with him, 
ſhould reign with him; hence kings of 
this world, inſenſible and regardleſs how 
hard it is to kick againſt the pricks in 


oppoſing Almighty Power, have often : | 


oppoſed our Lord, and that with a jea- 
louſy like that of Herod's; p except. 1 
thoſe moſt proſperous days of Chriſtia- 
nity, the paſt Millennium, when the 
influence of baſe hirelings was leſs * ex- 
tenſive and of ſhorter duration in fo- 
menting jealouſies among earthly poten- h 
tates; but when kings, ſtates and poten- 
tates, thro' jealouſy, have looked upon the 
Church of Chriſt, as an adverſary to their 
power, and have nn treated the 
Church 
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Church of Chriſt, they have been eonded | 
herein as Herod was, by faithleſs, unbe . 
lieving prieſts, falſe prophets, and all the 
venal tribe of hirelings, who have confor= _ 
med to the worſt of times, and then pro- | 
pheſied or ſet forth deceits or ſmooth things, 8 
to make the iniquity of ſach times current, 
while the Clergy of the Church of this land 
85 have hitherto in Ft times ſtood i in the 


__ ae 


ALL men, all the deſcendants of the firſt 
Adam, were thro' his fall rendered ſinful. 
and mortal, and attain not unto any reſur- 
rection, neither to the firſt, nor to the ſe- 
cond, but thro' our Lord's mediation and 
interceſſion for them, who hath by the Re- 
velation given unto St. John ſhewn unto 
his ſervants, that after a Millennium, or 
a more than ordinary proſperous, ſtate to 


| his Church for a thouſand years, after- 


Wards a great decreaſe of the F th. ſhould 


2+, #&& : 3 
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the day of judgment, therefore to them, 
who believe the Millennium paſt a decreaſe 
of the Faith will not appear ſtrange; and 
vrhen Chriſtians ſee the enmity and oppo- 
b ſition there is in the world to the Faith 

they profeſs, come to paſs as foretold, they 

thould be nothing terrified by their nu- 
5 merous adverſaries z to be ſo argues a 


E prevarication in them of the Faith they 


_ profeſs, and that there is wanting in them 
what is made their victory; for how do 

they that are terrified by the adverſaries of . 
our Religion, believe, that © Jeſus Chriſt, 
e the Author and Finiſher of our Faith, is 
the only and eternal Son of God; that 
* his Kingdom is not of, but above this 
et world; that all power is given unto. 
« him in heaven and in earth; that God 
< the Father hath ſet him at his own right - 
« hand in the heavenly places, far above 


* all principality, and power, and might, 


. and dominion, and every name that is 
— named, not wy in this world, but alſo 
| cc | 

in 
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. . e in that which i is to come; and hath put 


Fall things under his feet, and gave him 
to be head over all things to the Church's 
8 that he was loved of the Father before 
e the foundation of the world; that he is 


before all things, and by him all things 


c << conſiſt; that he was in the beginning; 
_ «© that all things were made by him, and 
* without him was not any thing made 


e that was made ; that he is the bleſſed 


% and only Potentate; that his throne en- 


dureth for ever; that his ſceptre is a 
© ſceptre of righteouſneſs ; and that the 
* nation and kingdom that will not ſerve 


bim ſhall periſh ; that he hath a name 
that no man can read, being King of 


8. Kings, and Cord of Lords, who only 
. .<- hath immortality, dwelling in that 


« light which no man can approach 
1 75 unto.; .z whom, no man, bath ſeen, nor 


= can. ſee:; that he. upholds all things by 
„ the word of his power, able to ſubdue 


« 32 ; 22.3 | _ be 


» 
— 22 ee 
— — 2 — 2 —— % % ee " — —— — 
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all things to himſelf ; that God the Fa- 
« ther had committed all judgment to 
s him, and hath given the heathen for his 
* inheritance *, and the uttermoſt part of 
«© the earth for his poſſeſſion: and that 
from his throne in heaven he doth be- 
hold ungodlineſs and wrong, that un- 
"fon; godlineſs and wrong that will at laſt 
ce overwhelm an incorrigible world; that 
e herein our Lord and Saviour triumph- 
ce antly leading captivity captive, limits 
4 the power of evil ſpirits, and rules the 
6e unruly wills and affections of ſinful 
| « men, making all things work together 
for good to them that love God, by 
” _ gifts 1 _ them; __ he is 


A Sous W from this, and ſuch- like * of 
| holy ſcripture, that all the world, at ſome certain time, ſhall 
become Chriſtians, that the Chriſtian Faith ſhall be more 
generally profeſſed, than it was during any time of the 
Millennium: but do ſuch paſſages yy this, do wm wi 
ein es Punt + Kingdom? e 81 


gone 
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e gone forth thus conquering and. to 
£ conquer, . and muſt ſo reign till he hath 
end all enemies, and the laſt ene- 
my death; and when all things ſhall 
55 3 ſubdued, then this Kingdom 1 
« © Chriſt s will be given up at the laſt day, . 
be < the day of fulfilling and reſtitution of 
45 all things; when wicked men, and the 
0 angels that left their firſt eſtate, reſerved 
te for puniſhment, ſhall receive their final 
« doom; and when all the Iſrael of Gd 
ce ſhall be ſaved: the righteous, they that | 
have done good, ſhall go into everlaſting 
1 lite, heirs with thoſe that have. been 
te joined or united by Faith in Chriſt Je- 
4 ſus, and ſhall then ſee him as he is, the 
40 1 of the glory of God the 


* > * * 


k Rack io that God is. all 3 


„ Who are all Iſrael, fee Matt. xix. 28. Rox, U. 9. and 
ix. 8, and the general Epiſtle of St. James. 


CT. . 


: 18, | e o Werne : 
. and with incefllnt joy for ever 0 «the 
i: bleſſed Trinity: the Kingdom of heaven 


* or of God being fully come unto them 
66 in a new- earth, wherein dwelleth Tighz 


ge teouſneſs, where perfectiy cited ind 
be fanctified, with the higheſt © pleafure, 4 


- if they will do his will, and hallow his 


ze name, with everlaſtin 8 Rn ul 5 
37 * parry. and r e BEA: 5 


* * Js 
: 1 
Ke * 


Tus ieee! 8 they ü are Aetained 
us this world, (and a ſucceſſion of ſome 
ſuch, in oppoſition to the myſtery of ini- 
- quity®, God will raiſe up till the day of 
the revelation of his final judgment} area 
light unto the world, in the fair proof and 
witneſs that they give of the bleſſedneſs of 
gur holy Religion; far being t the reyerſe ad . 
_ tyrants and their idolizers, by ſeeing, and 
in fact acknowledging, that in TT . 


"8 


fat whatſoever of men 
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iy this purpoſe z- and the true Chriſ 


— patriot, the greateſt oppoſer oY 


— Sith Wen ü he bath g given | 5 


or ſubject: For no true Chriſtian (what- 


ever be his ſtation in life) ever tl 


ſelf abſolute therein, but believes himſelf ; 


bound to acquit himſelf in the power be- 


longing to that ſtation as the ordinance af: - 


the good of Man; and where 


*; aw # 
& n g 


ed on againſt him, or generally 


ſpot af this world preferable to another, 
 ptherwiſe than as his moſt needful lafeay, 


ence 


* Keen in his * 


9 


— 7 


yailing in his native Country, he will keep 
himſelf free from being entangled there- 

with; and ſeek for retreat and refuge elſe- 
vrhere, being not tied down to any one 


1 


this end is not obtainable. by him, througg 
the oppreſſion a and perſecution particularlx 
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8 oblige Bine it is 
Chriſtianity, and that only, that can pre- 
ſerve men's mutual happineſs, and from 
hence it was, that men heretofore proved 
dutiful and reſpectful to their prince, an 
faithful to the public; their principles of 
ience due to princes being agreeable 
to the holy ſcriptures, and their practice 
agreeable to their principles; they faith- 
fully ſerved, honoured, and humbly obeyed 
kings in Bod. and for God, according to 
his bleſſed word and ordinance ; as they be- 
lieved that he over-ruled all the kingdoms 
of the world from his throne in heaven, 
beholding all the dwellers. on earth, and 
_ een: ue, 


_ 


cas is hl wink _ long-ſuffe- 
ring ; nothing but the iniquity of nations 


deſtroys them; Neither the foreſight of 


the politician, nor the valour of the ſol- 


dier can long 1 n and . we. 
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' | People ; Olicie-boaſted-confideticnim ways | 
of their own invention, 04 7s them on 
deſtru This is 


the faſter to their 
what Faithful Chriſtians Sue and what 


every faithful Chriſtian doth believe, in 


relation to the governments and ſtates of 


| this world; and the hope that he hath of 


being a glorious and happy citizen in ano- 
ther world makes him a good, a patient, 


and induſtrious citizen in this world; 


and ſuch cannot but be free, and happy in 
their freedom, by rendering to God the 
things- that are God's, and- to Ceſar the 


things that are Cæſar's, as the Faith they 
profeſs requires and directs : : while to na- 
tions prophane and wicked, rebellious and 
incorrigible, not to be fore warned, ſo 
1 up to their own deſtructive ways, 
not a prince * long tutored in the ſchool 
of 88 could do any g90d, for the li- 


J. 


. 8 a ſecond 175 


centiouſ- 
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Fein: opinions 575 the ; Millennium; n con. 
ceit of Chriſt's: Church not being militant 
bene on earth during the Millennium an er- 8 

ror, proved from what the apoſtles declared 
- to be the ſtate of the world. Article of Re- 

- ligion againſt the Millennarians in 1552. 
be ill effetts that the grand rebellion had off 
Religion. The ſuperſtition of the members of | 
_ the Church of Rome, their cruelty, and bow 
it hath been oppoſed. A recapitulation pro- 
wing the law was in fart, and the perfection 

of the geſpel, and of the divinity of our da- 

 - iour. Of whom the Church of Cbriſ con 

we 52 An e on 4 ee 7 

Daniel. 


Von, have been the opinions of 
5 men concerning this rei gn of a thou- 

5 ſand years; ſome have applied certain paſ- 
| ſages of the Old Teſtament, propheſying 
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of the bleſſed, happy, and great effect, b 
the doctrines of the goſpel of our Lord 
ſhould at ſome times ſurpriſingly introduce 
among men converted to Chriſtianity to 
the whole of this thouſand years, to all 
Chriſtians during that ſpace of time; 


but chere is no authority to be collected 


from holy ſcripture for ſuch an applica- 

tion of theſe -prophecies, but the con- 
trary from the New Teſtament ; for this 
would make man's ſtate. here on earth not 
a ſtate of trial as therein ſet forth; Chriſt's 
Church here on earth, for the ſpace of a 


thouſand years, not militant, but triumph- 


ant on earth. But the miſtake in thus ap- 

plying theſe prophecies will appear by c con- 
ſidering the ſtate and courſe of this world, 
as it is moſt expreſsly and clearly ſet forth 
in the New Teſtament by our Lord's r 
tles. . 5 WY 


1 0 +4 
is 


« Ix the laſt Abi n St. Paul 0 
* apoſtle) * times ſhall come; for 
8 * 
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men ſhall be lovers of their own ſelves; 
8 covetous, boaſters, proud, blaſphemers; 
* diſobedient to parents, unthankful, un- 
holy, without natural affection, truce- 
7 08 breakers, falſe accuſers, incontinent, 
* fierce, deſpiſers of thoſe that are good, 
« traitors, heady, high - minded, lovers of 
« pleaſure more than lovers of God, ha - 
+0 * ving a form of godlineſs, but denying the 
power thereof.” And the ſame apoſtle 
fays, There muſt be hereſies And St. 
John ſays, that the whole world lies in 
wickedneſs, and uſes it as a proof to know 5 
that it was the laſt time, becauſe that there 
were many antichriſts; and St. Peter fays, | 
that. .< in the laſt days there ſhall come 
9 ſcoffers, queſtioning our Lord's coming, 
« and affirming that all things continue as 
5, they were from the beginning of the 
te creation.” And St. James deſcribes the 
* - courſe of this world to be ſuch, that · ho- 
will be a friend of the world is the 
Fe 1 OLE e enemy 
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en enemy of God: and St. Jude ſays; thats 
in the laſt days there ſhould be mockers, 
« who ſhould walk * their. own ws 
55 1 ena 7 SENS ©) 


5 


Tus help: at 460 our has on" 15 


* thus of the evil of this world, but in 


a manner affording no ground to think that 
. laſt days or age thereof would laſt long; 5 
when there was a prophecy given of a du- 
ration of theſe days, it was expreſſed i in 
myſtic terms not to be interpreted but in 
proces of time, and * the event. _ 


* 


Tur general prophecies of our Lord's 
apoſtles were by divine wiſdom not directed 
to any particular part of the laſt days or 
- age, but were adapted to the whole, requi- 
ring men at all times ſo to watch and pray, 
as thoſe who lived i in expectation either of 
the diſſolution of the world, or elſe of their 5 
. own here, in releaſement roms the troubles " 
ofthis world. e | IT, 


: To 


5 A. 0 aſſign the periodical return git 
a 7 comet for the diſſolution of this world, or 
day other ſigns of wrd arenen but 


195 B tion. 


Y 4 — 


F 


* 


thoſe foretold in the book of God's perfeck | 
_ revelation of his will, or how to en. 


„ din ber neat” mar day i 18, is moſt 1 
ſomptuouſſy to inquire after the times and 


ſeaſons of God Almighty's pr 

to affirm the continuance of this world for 

any determinate number of years would be 
intruſion into his proceedings. - What 
wretched preſum tion! what blind igno- 
tament of our Lord! Is it for any 
| „who call themſelves 
of theſe-laſt days in terms: 
theſe da 
- ny thouſand years? Such 
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it is the hearty deſire of every ſincere Chriſ- 
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| to them) that all Chriſtians, may abound 
; in love or charity towards one another, 
more than what they do, and be more 


: united than they are, and that they be not 


puffed up with, or proudly conceited of 
their knowledge, eſpecially: of their pro- 
phe! ic knowledge, and that this or that 

perſon is Antichriſt, when every proud 
and uncharitable nominal Chriſtian i is an 


Antichriſt, proportionably as he is eminent 


in life. Our moſt neceſſary. learning (and 
| a difficult leſſon it is to wretched and proud 
man) is to learn humillity, and reſignation 


to the will of Gott i in his righteous and un- 
avoidable decrees ; and then we ſhall know 
all-things, all things that are neceſſary and 


proper for us to know, and not loſe our 
; _ and ourſelves 1 in ſeeking after knows. 
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At of the Millennium; have been Wals 
the ſubject of this eſſay; now,, doubtleſs, | 
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Hedge, we ean never attain -unto; when 
men are diſſatisfied with the wan 


given them, how do they wade out of their 


e 


manner in which they have treated W - 0 
| their view too far, — .. c 
complicated keys have ſame-of the com- 
mentators thereon forged? What ndicu - 
lous plans have they exhibited? As in⸗ 


Oe” s key and plan heretofore e. 


———— — 


tators on the book of Revelation, that 
ſome have fully verified this ohſervation of 
Sir Iſaac Newton, where he ſays, that 
r the interpreters of the book of Re- 
«- yelation, by their folly. and raſh- 
0 "O have expoſed themſelyes, _ 


but wiki here obſervable is, that, al- 
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necy into contempt; 


though this eminent philoſopher. thus re- 
e _ — commentators had | 
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ritten on the Woche of Revelation, oy 5 
1 no clear concluſive inference to 
dran from what he ſays, when he fi ; 
*"that he ſeems to gather that Gd is | 
a about” to open the myſteries of the 


n TN F 
4 


ation; as he affigns not any rea- 


2 ſon for whit he thus thought, yet, with 5 


out doubt, he had his reaſons for think. 


ing thus, and What ſo great a man thus 
declares, gives ſome hopes of now ſeeing 8 
2 clear and fatisfactory explanation of 
ſome parts of the book of Revelation. 
The learnetd Dr. Sherlock , in his Prac- 
tical Diſcourſe doncerning a future Judg. 
ment, thus expreſſes his ſentiments con- 
: cerning the approach of the end of the 
I world, by declaring, that er when Zeal 
and coneernment for the Faith” and 
"he practice of Chriſtianity fail in the 
Church, and atheiſm and infidelity, 
g ec * and a manner of wickedneſs „ 70 
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< in the world, theſe are preſages of the 


© near approach of. a final judgment, 


and of the time of which day of judg- 


ment he ſpeaks thus : « when God Tees 


oc « the. world ripe for deſtruction, that is 


« t he day he hath appointed for Judg- 


ment; and from the ſcoffers at Re- 
ion, that were at the time, when this 
learned divine lived, he thought that day 
could not be far off, 4 unleſs there were 
« to be ſtill a new reſurrection of true 


« F aith and piety Fa which was what he 


hoped for. As human learning, or che ; 
learning or knowledge of men, deſtitute of 


the grace of God, to check their natural 
5 pride, vanity and curioſity, | ſhewed a 

malicious and bitter contempt of revealed 
| Religion at its firſt appearance, and Pro- 
: pagation in the world, thus human lear- 


ning will ſtand affected towards the Chri- 


ſtian Religion at the laſt; to think thus 


of the laſt ſtate of Chriſtianit) here on 


earth is not contrary to holy ſcripture; 'Þ 


bu: t as for the tracts written W our 


( 


* % 
j , 
. { 
4 - 
7 


* 


6 | 


ss ON PROPHBOIES. 291 


| wap Kess. or thoſe treatiſes of learned 
_ Infidels and Deiſts, it is not to be ima- 


1 that ſuch abuſe of learning will 


4 ever .do much hurt to Religion, for None 


but thoſe, who are thoroughly diſpoſed 
- to be their followers, will read their wri- 
7 tings, upon account either of the tediouſ. 15 
neſs and dark intricacy of them, or upon 


account of the prophane and ſcoffing treat- 
ment of Religion contained therein; altho! 


. it muſt be acknowledged, that where theſe 


_ treatiſes. do deceive and tend to caſt diſpa- 


ragement on our pure and holy Rehgion 
by diſtant facts being miſrepreſented, and 
where ſuch falſe and partial hiſtorians, not 


. deſtitute of A ſhew of learning, endeavour 
_ therewith to impoſe on the Public, it is 
a a neceſſary, a noble, and a charitable work 


to expoſe their falſities to publick view, as 


Mr. Gibbon's errors and falfities have been 
expoſed by the remarks on the two laſt 
2 chapters of his hiſtory of the decline and ; 


fall of the Roman * and the learned 


& 


: So IT 2 * 2 
. Ü w ö! ... . ̃ ÜL? ˙ũp! —Ä!p. ˙—m'̃ , , 


— 


| petit with fuck \ dds ing enen; 
that it is not unreaſonable to think, bu 
that Mr. Gibbon may be induced to make 
a change again in his principles, ſince be 
bath fo often changed therein, and ſo at 
laſt come round about to the pringiples of 
the Religion he was educated in; for he 
appears to be a perſon not ſo thoroughly 
confirmed. in his errors and in his moſt 


ſcandalous and virulent abuſe of men of 


very venerable characters, through con- 


ſummate arrogance and pride in human 
learning, as the late Nr. Middleton was: 


Se But the general and great hurt that is done 


to Religion by learning, is this miſappli- 
cation thereof, when perſons, eminent for 
their learning, knowledge and profeſſion, 5 
through a partiality to the rich, neglect the 


Aàuty they owe the poor, as they are reſpee- 
| tively concerned with them, each condition, 


that of poverty and riches, hath its dif- 
ficultics to thoſe in a ſtate of trial, yet the 
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poor r are the more numerous part of man- 
kind, and are in more advantageous cir- 
cumſtances for entering into the Kingdom 
33 Heaven than the rich, therefore when 
it is ſeen that Religion is greatly neg- 
lected and impaired among the lower 
and poorer ſort of perſons, at ſuch time 
2 is in vain not to expect. it to be more 
a +; among the rich; what all are bound 
to is this, that in the diſcharge of every 
_ and relation in life, each duty be 
diſcharged to the mutual comfort of one. 
another, doing nothing herein with ſuch 
undue reſpect or partiality, by having 
men's perſons in admiration becauſe of 
advantage, as deſtroys the unity and com- 
| munion of Chriſt's Church, for herein all 
Chbriſtians are but members of one Wy 
| and under e. 
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. 7 any — 9 of what God hath my- 
 fierioully intimated, in the book of Re- 


Aten, of. the NOS: of his providence 


* 
* 


fair proportion tending to that end, which 
God hath reyealed to be the purpoſe of his 

Will, and the cleareſt opening the book 
„ _ Revelation, we may reaſonably look 


4 


* 
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in the appointed courſe of the world come 


Sb ſeen, ſo his appointments are ſeen 
to be full of all perfection, „and univerſal 


Wine to all, and in harmony and 


upon as a comfort reſerved: for. his faith- 


ful ſervants. in general, for the poor and 


unlearned, as: well as for the rich and 


learned; and much 1 in need will they ſtand = 


of comfort when the Chriſtian Faith 'ſhall 
be reduced to its greateſt decline; there- 


\ 


fore, then what parts of the bock of Re- 


velation concern men, will be known Ke 
with the greateſt clearneſs 3 and then too 


a well grounded expectation of our Sa- 


viour's laſt coming will be the Chriſtian's 


greateſt comfort. The plain and obvious 
key for opening to the underſtanding of 


our 5 Lords e what N he = 


„ 9 


: now 


To. 
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© now 2 have told you before it come to 
*. iy that when it is come to paſs, ye 


48 e believe . Rut can any one ever 


imagine, that ſuch a key will be given to 


men for the under ſtanding all of ſo many 8 
and ſo extenſive prophecies, as are contai- 


ned in the book of Revelation? Surely 

Therefore let this ſatisfy them, that 
at may certainly, by the key given by 
our Lord to his apoſtles, underſtand as 
much thereof as concerns them to Know. 
or is neceſſary: in this reſpect, the book of 
| Revelation: was never ſhut againſt men, 


but as their pride in ſearching after too 
extenſive and unneceſſary knowledge ſnut 
it, to avoid which, the author of this eſſay. | 
haath aimed to look but at two very great 
8 and eminent events propheſied of in the | 
book of Revelation, and which are held 


paſt and herein is not wanting the like 
e in ſome. e . n chi 
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men; the one of hob energy le 7 
| beathen Rome, the other event is the Mil. 
lennium ; of the firſt, it hath been, ob- 
ſerved, that it coſts a deal of trouble to 
be miſtaken herein; of the latter, I have 
given as clear an explanation, long and 


carefully reviſing it, as is in my po 


and mentioned ſome inſtances corrobora- ; 
ting it; but that the wreſting; this holy 

| ſcripture may never be laid to the charge 
of the author of this eſſay, he would have 


it only ſtand, until ſome better, and more 
diſtinct explanation thereof, eaſy to be 


underſtood by the generality of Chriſtians, 5 
takes place, hoping, in the interim, it 
may be of ſome uſe to thoſe, Who are 
willing to keep thoſe things, that are writ- 


MES book of W 


Seoff®ing Inkdels, through, "thei deviih 
_ pride, leaning to their own corrupt un- 
derſtanding, and the wiſdom of this world, 


: willingly cloſe in 7 the prevailing opl- 
en nions . 


2 #57 
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"i s of men, however preſumptuous and 

5 make them their ſtandard to judge of the 1 

5 truth, the wiſdom and the goodneſs of the 
8 pa occurrences, and future appointments. 
: of the providence of God Almighty in. 
finitely wiſe and good; therefore it is 
.notliing ſtrange that ſuch infidels ſhould 

at all times have had at their tongues end 

this queſtion, here is the promiſe of his : 

| coming? and have been as ready, with a 
föooliſh and impudent inſolence, to alfert 
this untruth, that fince the fathers fell aſleep, 
 all-things continue as they were from the be- 
ginning of the creation, and this in order t to 


paſs off their willing een | 
: ſelves and others. But, vu "4 


2 „ 


5 to the . corru N wn 
badneſs of - theſe preſent times, if they do 
not ſquare with the obſervation, that the 

| learned Dr. Sherlock made on the times, 
8 lived in, they muſt be allowed to ex- 
"Hop St ate ; for'n now ĩt is ſeen, 
that 
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0 chat many are ſo doatingly and extravas 
gantly fond of the human learning that 


prevailed at the time that the goſpel of 
the Kingdom of Heaven firſt appeared and 
was propagated, that they treat Revealed 
Religion and its adminiſtration, with as 
much contempt, as ever any of the prou- 
deſt and moſt conceited ſcholars among 
the Romans did; now ſuch doating ad. 
- mirers of polite. arts, and human litera- ' 
BY, ture overlook the heavenly treaſure of our 
holy Religion, and overlooking it, trample | 
| thereon, and are for trampling down the 
faithful miniſters. thereof ; moreover, dan. 
| ſtances of outrageous and violent acts of 5 
wrong and rapine, as well as of deceivin R 
and being deceived, and of bribery and . 
corruption are much more frequent than 
heretofore, and . worldly-mindedneſs and 
pride are arrived at an higher pitch than 
ordinary, and the unſatiable thirſt after 
inordinate power, and the love of money 
(the root of all evil) have made many ta 
5 105 Wl go 


d < 
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8⁰ through. yarious ſcenes of great difficuls 


ties, while ſome others, upon the ſame 


f motives have waded through, f feas of blood, * 
. thereby caſting the fouleſt, and moſt ſcan- 


dalous ſlur on the Religion they profeſs ; 


| all, forts of riches, unjuſtly. acquired, ct 5 
made an il uſe of, bring a curſe to the | 
 poſſeſſors, thereof; and doubtleſs, in ſach | 


2 a ſtate of human affairs, remarkably and 
extenſively ſpread far and wide, God of his 
good Providence will, interpoſe in ſome 
| extraordinary and ſignal manner, but 
1 whether to correct, or ſoon to end them, 


that i 18 only ſeen by him, to whoſe unli- 
-mited fight all things are in view before | 


him, probably ſoon to end them, for al- 
| though © 7 one day i is with the Lord as a 
= « thouſand years, and a thouſand years. as 


18 one day; Vet, whenever he vouchſafes 
5 to reveal himſelf to man in any extraor- 


dinary or myſterious | manner, as in the ; 


3 book of Revelation, he graciouſly con- 


— — 


deſcends to reveal himſelf i in a manner ſui- | 


table to the preſent imperfect knowledge of _ 


„ 


ledge concerns him ; b the ſeveral cert. ; 
turies, that are paſt fince the Millenium, 
5 according to a reaſonable human compu- 
tation may be deemed nearly to make up + 
that file ſeaſon, for which it is revealed, 
that Satan ſhall be lobſed after the Mil- 
5 lennium, and before the day of general 
1 Judgment ſhould enſue, and the diſſolution 
of this world; but what: moſt ſtrongly 
| preſages this i is, when a very great decreaſe 
of the Chriſtian Faith is ſen progreſſively 5 
to prevail i in theſe parts of the world where | 
1 the light of the goſpel hath" been moſt 
brightly diſplayed, and the truth thereof N 


bath been evidently ſhewn by the dark 7 
5 contraſts which have prevailed i in the courſe. 


of this world, eſpecially by that dark con- 
traſt which prevailed here in the time of 
the grand rebellion ; when it is ſeen, that 
« | God's 8 long - ſuffering with. men comes = --- 
be thus moſt abominably abuſed for this 
feems to weren the appointed duration of 
3 this 
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this world coming on near to its laſt ſtated 


| panic according to. that prophetic queſ- | 
tion of our Lord 5 When the Son of Man 


cometh, ſhall be find, Faith on earth ? But 


5 whatever at preſent be the appointed Pe- . 
riod of this world 8 duration, all extra- 


. ordinary or tempeſtuous times (and ſuch 
the: impendent dark clouds gem to be⸗ 


| token) are extraordinary calls on men 


to acquit themſelves well; in life. | * here- 


fore let every one, who hath any 1 love for | 
his country, that i 1s, who hath a true or. 
real love for bimſelf, take care, that by 


| 4 Faithful diſcharge of his duty in his 
calling and ſtation, he be of that num- 
ber, for whoſe fake. a country is ſpared, 5 
praying for the peace and welfare of his 


/ country, and herewith cc giving all dili- 
,. gence. to add to. faith virtue, to virtue 


10 knowledge, to knowledge temperance, to 
* temperance patience, to patience god- 
- lineſs, to godlineſs brotherly kindneſs, 
4. to o brotherly kindneſs e * let ſuch. 


- your 


: X GSM 
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Four üght thine Pede men, heel 
| adorning your Religion, and making your 
; calling and election ſure, and towards ob- | 
taining this end, drink deeply of the 
| fountain of the holy ſcriptures of. 6 ds 
revealed will, the fountain of true know- 5 


| ledge and wiſdom, and all that any how 


labour under the weariſome burden of 
3 our fallen nature, and thirſt for Feller 
; are invited freely to drink of this foun- 
tain by the omnipotent and eternal Son 
of God the Father, who hath inflituted 
in his Church means all- ſufficient to make 5 
this his gracious promiſe good, to every | 
humble and faithful member thereof, ha- 
ving taken on himſelf to be a propiti- | 
ation for out ſins, and herein was an 
| acceptable and well- pleaſing ſacrifice, who- 
ſoever believeth this will endeavour faith 
fully to acquit himſelf in What concerns 3s 
the welfare of our Holy Religion, and 
to that l * Whatſoever things are 


an ti ap 5 „ « true, 
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e true, - horieſt/ juſt; pure, lovely, of 
4 „ Sed per, if there be any virtue, * 
if there de any praiſe, {will think on 
e theſe things,” and ſenfible that ſuch 1 
things there are, hereon will let his wb. 
flection be general, and carried back to 
the earlieſt Revelation of God's will for 
the redemption of man, and then ſuch 
perſon will ſee and gladly acknowledge | 
Jeſus Chriſt the only Son of God the 
Father, the ſpecial Saviour of thoſe that = 
believe to be likewiſe the Saviour of all men,” 
of all men who ſhall be ſaved, from the 
firſt to the laſt, by 575 being the th gb and 
life of the world from the "continuance of 
me being of man on the repeal of the ſen- 
tence incurred by original fin, till all the 
elect become completely numbered in him, 
for all that are, or ever will be raiſed to 
an immortal life in happineſs and glory are 
| raiſed thereto thro our Lord and Saviour 
= Chriſt's mediation, but the order in 
„„ 3 th 8 wa 
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| Which ſpecial and parti ular perſons have 


known: to man only in ſome. inftan E 
baby few have been ſo. highly, vgs m_| - 
| 20 ſee;the Day of the Lord, before the reve- | 

| kition of the glad, tidings of the goſpel of 
te Kingdom of Heaven, like faithful 
Abraham, or ſince, Iike St. John the Evan · 
FVeliſt, to have had a fight of the immenſe 
glory and power of our Lord j or like St. 
. aul, 2 foreſight... and foretaſte of the in- 
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raiſed to this life hath wet been made 


UV 
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conceiyable joys, which God hath pre- 
pared for them that love him; yet as to 


the general. reſurrection of the! juſt and s 
the unjuſt, of this we are all. aſſured, 90 

0 altbo in Adam all die, on the ſeparation 
of the foul from the body, when the duſt 
: returns to the earth as it wWwas, and the 


ſpirit returns to God, who gave it, and 1 


remains in ſuch a ſtate as God ſees fit, yet 


all ſhall. 
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this. 18 but until the time, 


be made alive in Chriſt, and ee their | 


final : 
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